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FOREWORD

In the Name of Allah, The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

All Praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin, and May Allah’s
Salawat and Salam be upon the leader of the Messengers Muhammad,

his family, companions and all those who follow him.

To proceed: The last twenty five years have witnessed a sharp
increase in the frontier of education by the Muslim Ummah -
especially with the newer generation showing much promise. One
would be surprised to learn that the literacy rates of Muslims at the
time of India’s independence was a mere 16 per cent. But all Praise is
due to Allah, the figures today have scaled to around 60 per cent.
Consequently, more doctors and engineers graduated in these 15

years, than have been in the last 50.

Regrettably however, this generation is also witnessing a significant
drop in the pursuit of Islamic educational disciplines; with more than
half of Muslim youth remaining ignorant. The status quo calls for
scaled-up efforts to acquaint them with Islamic fundamentals, the
Seerah (Prophetic biography), directives, jurisprudence and related
historical information. All Praise is due to Allah that a range of
initiatives undertaken presently to achieve this end are meeting
success the world over.

Regular and flexible courses such as Sunday schools reflect the
tangible concerns to help the Ummah remain steadfast on faith. In this
sense, Iqra Arabic School, managed by the Moulana Abul Hasan Ali
Nadwi Education foundation has played a momentous role: While it
offers a wide array of full and part-time classes catering to Muslim
students studying in secular schools; many of its books, like those

designed for summer classes, have gained popularity and are well
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received. The fruitful endeavors of the Iqra fraternity — under the
auspices of the distinguished Mr. Syed Beary and the esteemed
Moulana Saalim Khalifa Nadwi — deserves appreciation and serves

schools elsewhere in exemplary fashion.

A vital link in the sequence of these events is the Minhaj-ul
Mu’min, which has been put together in an assiduous and careful
manner by the Iqra fraternity. This book has been structured keeping
in mind, the psychology and requirements of the western-educated
reader. The nature of this book should also allow elders to derive

benefit of it.
Allah, the Most High, has bestowed the Iqra fraternity with

articulate writing and rhetorical skills. Their successtul experiences in
framing syllabi for texts — comprising of the fundamentals of Islam is
worthy of mention. I have personally utilized their services for the
compilation of books at the Moulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi Islamic
Academy, Bhatkal. Their untiring efforts and self-sacrifices in
keeping the younger generation steadfast on the right path — under
the able leadership of Moulana Saalim Khalifa Nadwi — places them

above their contemporary companions and the ‘Ulama.

I am hopeful this work reflecting the passion of their hearts and
the courage of their convictions, will Inshallah indhallah be accepted,
and indha-nnaas well received. I pray to Allah that this work becomes
the medium of bringing the younger generation closer to Islam and

keeping them steadfast on Iman — Ameen.

MOHAMMED ILYAS NADWI

General Secretary
Moulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadwi Islamic Academy
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EDITORS’ PREFACE

In the Name of Allah, The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

All Praise is for Allah alone. He is the Lord of the ‘Alamin.
Verily, we send the highest Salawat and Salam upon our beloved
Prophet, his blessed family, his companions, and those who
follow them with Iman till the Day of Reckoning. Then after:

Minhaj-ul Mu’min or “The Way of the Believer” is a
consequence of the responsibility, which the ‘Ulama at Iqra
Arabic School entrusted upon our incompetent shoulders i.e. the
compilation of a book meant for those who intended to
familiarize themselves with the beauty of Islam. However all
praise is due to our Lord as much as He may wish — that this
book has come into being solely relying upon Allah Ta’ala, and
not the least upon our ignorant knowledge.

Consequentially, the purpose of this book — written in the
first person narrative — is meant to serve as a “bashaara” or glad
tidings to the reader, in his or her efforts of progressing in
knowledge. Therefore, it is not to be construed to adequately
encompass the issues contained herein; much the less even
represent the commandments of the Shariah in a few pages.

To this effect, we have quoted from authentic sources of
Islamic literature — in a way that is hoped to be easily
comprehended by the reader. However, no work is free of
errors; and so we ask Allah, the Most Merciful, to forgive us for
any inadvertent mistakes. Readers are graciously requested to
bring to our attention, any errors on part of translation or

interpretation despite our best efforts to check them.

We ask Allah Subhanahu Wa Ta’ala by His beautiful Names
and Attributes, that He accepts this work as being done purely
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for His sake; and make it beneficial for all those who read it, and
reward all those who have had anything to do with its
realization. We would also like to take this opportunity of

requesting our dear readers to remember us in their Du’as to
Allah, the Most Merciful.

And the last of our request is all praise and thanks are to
Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin.

The Editors at the Iqra Academy
Dhul Hijjah, 1433H
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The Messenger of Allah L., 4= & Lo said,

“Undoubtedly, Allah does not accept any deed,
except that which is done only for His sake.”"

! Recorded by An-Nasai and it is authentic
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THE MU’MIN LIVES
THE Shahadah
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‘ Laa Ilaaha Illa Allah

O my Brothers and Sisters in Iman, our lives begin in the Name
of Allah, as the Adhan is sounded in our ears; and is hoped to
end in His Name with “La Ilaaha Illa Allah” as our last words.
And when we have borne witness that Allah is our Rabb, then
we direct our lives upon His commandments.

Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala Says,

s B Y5 ade SN \aeni 2 A0 6 o o) )
“\/em’(y, those who say: “Our Lord is Allah,” and tﬁereqﬁer stand
fu’m on them shall be no fear nor shall tﬁey gmeve [46:13]

Imam At-Tabari narrated that Abu Bakr As-Siddiqg (May Allah
be pleased with him) said, “They are those who did not associate

anything with Allah in worship.” And how “beautiful” are the
glad tidings for such a believer, as Allah Says:

1555 V5 156 VAl e J5es e r‘ L‘fj PENSURE
% RYYE fi“{ 6‘5 o\pJ\;
“\/eri[y, those who say: ‘Our Lord is Allah,” and then tﬁey stand
ﬁ’rm, on them the ange[s will descend (at the time (f their death)

(saying): “Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the g[ow[ tiJings @(
Paradise which you have been Joromisecﬂ ” [41:30]
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And in the following verses,

. o,‘// 02 ):e; - ?,7~ L. o/"/ .l_«a“/."o . /ea “//o . o}/;, Di fO/.
Ko N5 sl ai3 L by N5 W (35 Bl s 3 851 02
_ ’ff ° ;,j}. P 2 v/“f. P

“We have been your fm’enafs in the ﬁfe of this world and are (so) in the
Q—(erecy':rer. Therein you shall have (all) that your inner-selves desire,
and therein you shall have (all) for which you ask. An entertainment
from (Allah), the Oﬁ-Torgiving, Most Q\/lercyfu(.” [41:31-32]

Imam Ibn Kathir said in his Tafsir (commentary) while

commenting on these verses,

“The angels will descend on them at the time of death
assuring them that they should not fear as regards what they
will face in the Hereafter nor grieve over what they are
leaving behind in this world like their children, family,
property or debt, for Allah will take care of all that. The angels
will also give them glad tiding of the Paradise which they have
been promised. They will also tell them: “We have been your
friends and companions in the life of the world guiding you
to the right path with the command of Allah. We will also be
your friends in the Hereafter, keeping your company in the
oraves. We will relieve your fears on the Day of Resurrection,
help you pass the bridge and take you to Paradise.” The angels
will also tell them, “You shall have all that you desire in Jannah
and all that you request for shall be provided for you. All this
1s an entertainment and favour from Allah, for it 1s He Who

forgives your sins and have mercy on you.””
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And how Great is the reward that lies in wait for the believer?

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said, “Musa (Upon
him be peace) asked his Rabb: ‘Who amongst the inhabitants of
Jannah will be the lowest in rank?’ He said: ‘It will be a person who
will be admitted into Jannah last of all when all the dwellers of Jannah
have entered Jannah.” It will be said to him: ‘Enter Jannah.” But he
will say: ‘O my Rabb! How should 1 enter while the people have
settled in their apartments and taken their shares?’ It will be said to
him:

33 i s 311 5 &0 ced
OGN a2 slla Sl e B 0SS OF B350 »

‘Will you be satisfied and pleased if you have a kingdom like that of a
monarch of the world?’ He will say: ‘I will be content, my Rabb.’
Allah will say:

« Aieg aliag Alies dlieg SUS EU
‘For you is that, and like that, and like that, and like that, and like

that.” He will say at the fifth time: ‘I am well-pleased, my Rabb’.
Allah will say:

LB o E7 %7 o -9 . 11 RPN
« e Sdls Al i b Bs ¢ JET 5ies S 1 »

It is for you and ten times more like it. You will have whatever your
soul desires and whatever your eyes could delight in. He will say: I am
well-pleased, my Rabb.””

So that my believers, is the rank of the least one in Jannah.
And whenever you find Jannah mentioned in this book, you
may wish to recall this hadith of the least, for that would help

you realize Allah’s favors upon you even more.

> Recorded by Muslim
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But not equal are those who transgress and disbelieve thereby
following shaytan, the outcast. And they shall be
recompensed for their evil in Hell, whose fire never dies

down at all — one that is eternal.

Allah ‘Azza wa Jall Says,

Dl s T Gyl 2 s )8 G V2 51 st B
“T1 ﬁey wif[ [ong to get out of the Fire, but never will tﬁey get out

tﬁerefrom, and theirs will be a fasting torment.” [5: 37]
And the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:
«Vﬁ@:-)b \;f&w&yi}gfjﬁ »
BT &SSO & oy G s
“Your fire (in the world) is one part from seventy parts of the fire of

Hell.” For which the Sahabah replied, O Messenger of Allah, even
this would have been enough!”

But be cheerful O believers, for Allah’s Mercy is limitless.
Those in whose hearts is Iman, will certainly be taken out

from Hell, as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:
<<4»\‘>!\4.3\’§1 JB 3 ”"Y&,.lz;j u)b 255 U5 s

“Allah will say (on the Day of Resurrection): ‘By My Honour, and
By My Majesty, and By My Greatness, and By My Sublimity,
whoever has said Laa Ilaha illa Allah, I will certainly take him out of
the (hell) fire.”*

3 Recorded by Al Bukhari
* Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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‘ Muhammad Rasulullah

Could we even enlist the favors that our beloved Prophet
(Peace be upon him) has done unto us? This Shahadah has
reached us upon our Prophet’s (Peace be upon him) untiring
efforts in the face of fear and adversity.

Munib Al-Azdi (May Allah be pleased with him) narrates:®> “In
the days of my ignorance i.e. before I accepted Islam, I saw
the Messenger of Allah, who would say:

«I3RAE YA Y s @ »
“O My people, say ‘Laa Ilaaha Illa Allah’ and be successful.”

Some of them spat at his face, and someone threw dust at him
and some abused him till mid-day. Then a girl brought a
bowl of water with which he washed his face and hands, and
said, “O my little daughter! Do not fear your father’s sudden murder
or disgrace.” This girl was Zainab, the daughter of the Prophet
(Peace be upon him).

Yet, the Prophet (Peace be upon him) was always concerned for
You - his Ummah. ‘Ummul Mu’mineen ‘Aisha (May Allah be
pleased with her) said that once I saw the Prophet (Peace be upon
him) quite delighted. I said: O Messenger of Allah, supplicate
to Allah for me. He supplicated: “O Allah, forgive ‘Aisha, all her

past sins and future sins, and her secret sins and her open sins.”

> Recorded by At-Tabrani and Al-Haithami in Majma ‘Az-Zawaid
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Hearing this ‘Aisha laughed so much that her head touched
her lap. (Thereupon) the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon
him) said: “Are you very happy with my ‘Dua? She replied: Why
should I not be happy with your ‘Dua for me? He said:

< 2 g L TP P
O S0l hY sl ) A5 »

276

“I swear by Allah! This is my Du’a for my Ummah in every Salat.

And on the frighttul Youmal Qiyamah, or the Day of
Resurrection, the sun shall be brought close to the creation
until there is a mile between it and them, Mankind will sweat
according to what they have done; the sweat reaching to the
ankles of some, to the knees of others, to the waist of others,
while some will have their mouths covered with sweat.”’And
on that day, mankind will be in confusion running from one
Prophet to another (Upon them be peace), requesting them to
intercede with Allah to help them. When they will finally
reach the Prophet (Peace be upon him) who, with Allah’s

permission will oblige; what are the words that he says?
« Lge}\' Lge}\' 56y
“O My Rabb, My Ummah! My Ummah!”®

This, O believers, was our Prophet (Peace be upon him), who
suffered for us, wept before Allah in his Du’a for us, and who
will, Inshallah intercede for us on Youmal Qiyamah.

% Recorded by Al-Bazzar who said its men are sahih except for one who is classed
trustworthy. Also see Al-Haithami in Majma ‘Az-Zawaid

7 Recorded by Muslim

® Recorded by Al Bukhari
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‘Aisha narrates’ that a man came to the Prophet (Peace be upon
him), and said: “O Messenger of Allah! You are more beloved
to me than myself, and more beloved to me than my wife and
my wealth, and more beloved to me than my children. Indeed
when I am in my house and I think of you, I lose my patience
until I reach and see you. When I remember that you and I
are going to die, I know that as you enter Jannah, you will be
elevated along with the Prophets; and if I enter Jannah, 1 fear
that I may not see you.”

The Prophet (Peace be upon him) did not reply to him until
Jibril descended with the revelation of this Aayah:

Sy I Ge ade Al 3 5l 5 Vujbdrvj o sy
$lis; i o2 U@M Jiehl

“And whoso oﬁeys Allah and the ‘Messenger (Muhammad), then

3ot

~%

tﬁey will be in the company of those on whom Allah has bestowed
His Grace, of the ?rqpﬁets, the S’L’Jcﬁ’qun, the Martyrs, and the

CRigﬁteous. And how excellent these companions are!” [4: 69]”

And never forget the glad tidings which the Prophet (Peace be
upon him) has given You, dear brother or Sister in Iman:

«OF3 VI AL 2 Y D)y

“Indeed, none shall enter Jannah except the Mu’minun
(the believers).”"

? Recorded by At-Tabrani in Sagheer and al-Awsat and its men are sahih except for one
who is classed trustworthy. Also see Al-Haithami in Majma ‘Az-Zawaid
19 Recorded by Muslim
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THE MU’MIN
REMEMBERS ALLAH
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The Remembrance of Allah

“T] ﬁerefore remember Me. 1 will remember you.” [2:152]

1. REMEMBER ALLAH
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

2 @S5 OB (53 13 4 G ") L;.wujamu W& Jeas »
ngu;zjés)wm ot Y 3 855 ”;;5/, o (3 555
(o2 Bl O3 0BG ) A s ) SR 05 B o) B

« J3a &5

Allah the Most High says: ‘I am just as My slave thinks I am. I am
with him when he remembers Me. If he remembers Me in himself, I
remember him in Myself; and if he remembers me in a gathering, 1
remember him in a better gathering (of the angels). If he comes closer to
Me by a span'', I go closer to him an arm’s length; if he comes towards
Me an arm’s length, I go towards him two-arm’s length; and if he

comes to me walking, I run unto him.”"

Dear brother or sister in Iman, see with what great love and
mercy Allah turns towards us when we remember him. And
isn’t it only befitting that “The Love of the beloved must be
unconditionally returned”, as Imam Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyyah

pens in the opening lines of his poem “Love of Allah.”

" The distance from the tip of the thumb to the tip of the little finger
12 Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah
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2. THOSE ALIVE BEFORE ALLAH

Only those people who remember Allah, are considered alive
before him as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

“The similitude of the one who remembers his Rabb and the one who
does not remember Him, is like that of the living and the dead.”"

3. ENTER THE HIGHEST JANNAH EASILY
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

-

“There are many a people who remember Allah on their soft beds; and

for this, they will enter the highest (of) Jannah.”'*

Let none of us, let go of this easy routine to please Allah
before we sleep — thereby achieving the highest Jannah.

4. THE CAUSE OF YOUR SATISFACTION IN JANNAH

That the dhikr ot Allah is the greatest, will be realized by the
dwellers of Jannah, as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

“i,f;;amj;{;\;?(;g&j;é;u&@ %L;»L;iy;\dﬁ\jf@wj»
« g
“The dwellers of Jannah will not regret over anything except the time

spent by them (in their worldly lives), without the remembrance of
Allah, the Possessor of Might and Glory.”"

1 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
' Recorded by At-Tabrani and it is classed sahih. Also by Al-Haithami and Al-Hakim
> Recorded by At-Tabrani, Al-Hakim and Al-Bayhagqi and it is classed hasan.
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‘ The Qur’an is the Mu’min’s Companion

{5305 0o ST 65 s 3
“And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to understand and

rememﬁer, then is there any one who will remember (or receive

admonition?)” [54:17]

1. THE BEST

If Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala were to rank his slaves, then the
people of Qur’aan are the best, for the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him) said:

« i;jéj fﬂjﬁj\ (,.luu,evfj.o- »

“The best amongst you is the one who learns the Qur’an and teaches
it »16

2. EVERY LETTER COUNTS

When even a single good deed could make a difference on
Youmal Qiyamah, why let go of the rewards that comes from
every letter of the Qur’an as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

&,;;T:stwc@&;T}%m%mm&%gg&e@};%y»
<<f);;;gjcf);;;‘yj‘&};w§:i$j‘

“Whoever recites a letter from the Book of Allah, he will be credited

with a good deed, and a good deed gets a ten-fold reward. I do not say
that Alif-Lam-Mim is one letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is a letter
and Mim is a letter”"’

16 Recorded by Al- Bukhari
' Recorded by Al-Hakim and At-Tirmidhi who classed it hasan sahih
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3. THE SPECIAL PEOPLE OF ALLAH
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,
(el 5 1 A A T AT
“The people of the Qur’an, they are the people of Allah and His

Special ones.”"®

May Allah be praised! Could there be anything greater than
Allah Himself regarding someone special, and what would
be his reward?

4. IN THE COMPANY OF NOBLE ANGELS

When the people of this world take pride in their
connections, the one proficient in the Qur’an will be with the
Noble Angels. And the one who cannot read fluently, yet
persists, will be better than them as the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him) said:

ST s il ¢ 31 oS AL 4 e 5hs ST s s>

£ 97 ’.3“ - of - P R co s
« QAT S alle 3A3 ad Riaas

Fetd

“The one who is proficient in the recitation of the Qur’an will be with
the honorable and obedient scribes'®(angels) and he who recites the
Qurt'an and finds it difficult to recite, doing his best to recite it in the
best way possible, will have a double reward”*

The mercy of Allah knows no bounds. This hadith serves as a
reminder that even those who are not good enough hope to
carn more with their efforts.

'8 Recorded by An-Nasai, Ahmad, Ibn Maajah and Al-Hakim

' Imam Bukhari has taken it to mean “one who makes reconciliation.” i.e. the angels who
bring Wahy and chastisement from Allah.

20 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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5. CLIMB THE LEVELS OF JANNAH

The more one remembers the correct recitation of the
Qur’an, the higher will be his position in Jannah. The
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

S 56 Gl o B XS s s B 0T o Ju >
« BEE 4T 27 A

“The one who was devoted to the Qur’an will be told on the Day of
Resurrection: ‘Recite and ascend (in ranks) as you used to recite when

you were in the world. Your rank will be at the last Ayah you recite.”'

Perhaps, the status of the lowest man in Jannah (see page 12)
would help in realizing this hadith better. And doesn’t it take

just a few minutes to retain one Aayah from the Qur’an?

6. THE QUR’AN IS AN INTERCEDER
Abu Daud records that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

< AR

o9 W g s M Laid & ﬁwwmm»

“There is a Surah in the Qur’an which contains thirty Ayat which
kept interceding for a man until his sins are forgiven. This Surah is
‘Blessed is He in Whose Hand is the dominion.”(Surah Mulk 67).”

Surah Al-Mulk’s virtues, especially in defending from the
punishment of the grave finds mention in many Ahaadith*
And the Prophet (Peace be upon him) would not sleep until he

2! Recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasai, Ibn Maajah and Sahih
Ibn Hibban
*2 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Mustadrak of Al-Hakim



23 ‘ MINHAJ-UL MU’MIN -The Way of the Believer

had recited Surah Alif Laam Meem Sajdah (32) and Surah Al-
Mulk (67)%.

7. COMPLETE THE QUR’AN MANY TIMES OVER

Let’s resolve to complete at least a third of the Qur'an easily
everyday, for Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

«QT}ﬁ\&ﬁ.mw“ S &y jmu\s
“(Surah) Qul Huwallahu Ahad is equivalent to one-third of the Qur’an.”**

8. BUILD AS MANY PALACES FOR YOURSELF
Muadh bin Anas Al-Juhani (May Allah be pleased) narrates that
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

<<&9-‘d/°$04”‘guw;wﬁws>%» %fuﬁ»

“Whoever recites Qul Huwallahu Ahad (Surah Ikhlaas) till he
finishes it ten times, Allah will build for him a Palace in Jannah.”*

Various descriptions have been given by the Prophet (Peace be
upon him) about the palaces of Jannah. While the Ghurafaa™
have been described to be transparent; the pavilions made
from a single hollowed-out pearl are sixty miles high,”
according to some reports, they are sixty miles wide. Allah’s
mercy is truly boundless! Could anyone turn away from such
great bounties whose completion only takes a few minutes?

> Recorded by At-Tirmidhi

** Recorded by Al-Bukhari

* Recorded by Ahmad, and it is classed sahih. Ad-Darimi reports a similar hadith in his
Musnad on the authority of Imam Sa’eed bin Al-Musayyib.

%6 See “The Virtues of Nafl Salat”

%7 Recorded by Al-Bukhari on the authority of Abdullah ibn Qays
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‘ Why is my Dad proud that his Son is a Hafiz? ‘

Read Master Nashwan Hameed’s (Hifz 5" grade) 1° Place Winning speech
delivered at Iqra Arabic School’s Annual Elocution Competition 1433H

A lot of people often ask my parents, what class is your son

in...what class... is your son in?

But I want to tell all the people gathered here, that it is of
course a great blessing and favor that Allah ‘Azza wa Jall has
bestowed on my parents and me, that my father tells them
that “My Son is being a Hafiz first, and then he tells that [ am
in my fifth standard at Iqra School.”

So why is my father feeling proud that I am being a Hafiz?
After all T could choose to be a part of the so-called secular
schools, and like I've heard some of the folks outside say, I
could become c-0-0-1 around my hip friends circle, yeah my
“hip” friends circle?

Yeah, so why am I proud like my Dad to say that I am being
Hafiz? I'll tell you why.

Very soon the Day of Judgment is to occur, my people. And
once the time of our passing has arrived, and then there is no

second chance. I, You, and everyone, will then witness what

Allah ‘Azza wa Jall says in the Qur’an:
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“O Mankind! Fear your Lord and be cfutlfu[ to Him! Vem’@ the

~g

fartﬁqua/ée of the Hour that is qf ﬂuc[gment is a terrible tﬁing.”
[22:1]
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“The CDay you shall see it, every nursing mother will forget her
nursing, and every pregnant one will c[roy her load, and you shall
see mankind as in  drunken state, yet tﬁey will not be drunken

but severe will be the torment qf Allah.” [22:2]

I may be too young to fully understand the gravity behind this
verse, but at least what I know is nothing is dearer to a
mother...“NOTHING!”... than the baby that she is carrying
for months... So just imagine how severe the time would be

for-her-to-drop-her-load? Subhanallah!

And then we will be held accountable for everything and we

can’t escape it!’

We can’t escape it by saying that I was busy calculating the
profit margin of my business...or by asking Allah to send us

back — NO!

At that time Insha Allah, My parents will be made to wear a crown,
whose light will be better than the light of the sun...and it’s not just
that but Rasulullah (Peace be upon him) said, “If the Sun were to
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rise in your houses.” This hadith has been narrated by Abu
Dawud, Ahmad and Hakim. Rasulullah (Peace be upon him)
then said, “What do you think about the person who himself acts
upon it?” Subhanallah!

And that’s not all, a Hafiz will be able to intercede for Ten®

such members of his family and save them from the fire of
hell...not one, two, three or five but ten. Subhanallah!

May be there are many here, who would want to be Hafiz
listening to this...but are despaired owing to their time or
age...But my Allah is Arhamur-Raahimeen dear people. He is
Most Loving, so don’t be sad my people. Even though you
can’t go ahead, but if you make any one a Hafiz from your
time or money, then Inshallah, you too would get all the
rewards that a Hafiz gets.”” He could be any one, your son or

daughter...or any student doing hifz whom you sponsor.

Every child in this world tries to get into a career by which he
tries to make his parents proud and do justice to their
investment. This is my way of doing them proud. That’s why
my Dad feels proud to say that he is the father of a son who is
being a Hafiz!

And I pray to Allah that he gives me, You, and every one of us
the tawfig to do more good deeds that are pleasing to Him and

accept them — Aameen.

%8 Recorded by Ibn Maajah, Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and Ad-Darimi
% This is based on several authentic ahadith of Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him)
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The Adhkaar
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“And the men and the women who remember Allah much with
their hearts and tongues. Allah has }orejoarec[ for them forgi\/eness
and a great reward.” [33:35]

1. THE MOST EXCELLENT DHIKR
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

« X Yl AR ;:U\ :},m\ »
“The most excellent dhikr is: La ilaha ill Allah.”>"

The ‘Ulama mention that Allah primarily sent His prophets
for this kalimah. And since it forms the basis of His Deen —
that undoubtedly makes it, the best dhikr.

It is also narrated that when Musa (Upon him be peace) asked
Allah to grant him words of remembrance that were meant
exclusively for him — it was said: “Recite La ilaha ill Allah.”"

2. THE DEAREST WORDS TO ALLAH
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

«;;’fiz&\jcﬁwl:\wjcéﬁi:;;\jcéméu;&:gjé&\g)@ﬁsi}i»

“The dearest words to Allah are four: Subhan-Allah, Al-hamdu
lillah, La ilaha ill Allah and Allahu Akbar.”*

% Recorded by Ibn Maajah, An-Nasai and At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
3! Hadith recorded by An-Nasai and Ibn Hibban
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In another narration, it is stated that these are “the best words to
Allah.”?

3. THEY MEAN MORE THAN THE WORLD
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,
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“That I say: “Subhan-Allah (Allah is free from impertfection), Al-
hamdu lillah (all praise is due to Allah), La ilaha ill Allah (there is

None to be worshipped except Allah) and Allahu Akbar (Allah is the

Greatest)’, is dearer to me than anything over which the sun rises.””*

That these words are dearer to the Prophet (Peace be upon him)
than what the sun has risen upon i.e. the entire world, goes to

show how invaluable they are with him.

4. THE DHIKR OF HOURS IN SECONDS!

Juwairiyah bint Al-Harith reported®™, the Mother of the
Believers: The Prophet (Peace be upon him) came out of my
apartment in the morning as I was busy in performing the
dawn prayer. He came back in the forenoon and found me
sitting there. The Prophet(Peace be upon him) said, “Are you still
in the same position as I left you?” 1 replied in the affirmative.

Thereupon the Prophet(Peace be upon him) said:

32 Recorded by Muslim
3 Recorded by Muslim
* Recorded by Muslim
% Recorded by Muslim
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“I recited four words three times after I had left you. If these are to be
weighed against all you have recited since morning, these will be
heavier. These are:

« 5\.}\.&.;53\.133 ¢ adiE 5\3)5 ‘ W Lo)5 ¢ aals s odi%y A Ol »

Subhan-Allahi wa bihamdihee, ‘adada khalgihee, wa rida nafsihee,

wa zinatah ‘arshihee, wa midaada kalimatihi”>®

The dhikr of these words are highly rewarding. See how the
recitation of a few moments equals hours of uninterrupted
dhikr. This is Allah’s great favor through which, we too can
make up for dhikr that we have always wished to complete.
Let none of us let go of a few seconds to complete them.

6. PLANT TREES IN JANNAH

When “the space that a whip takes to occupy in_Jannah is better than
the world and all that is in it,”’how would it be, if beautiful
orchards were waiting for you in Jannah, whose trees you can
plant right here, as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

)
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“Say, Subhan-Allah, Al-hamdu lillah, La ilaha ill Allah and Allahu
Akbar —for each one of these words a tree will be planted for you in

Jannah.”®

% Allah is free from imperfection and I begin with His praise, as many times as the number
of His creatures, in accordance with His Good Pleasure, equal to the weight of His
Throne and equal to the ink that may be used in recording the words (for His Praise).”

37 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
% Recorded by Ibn Maajah and it is authentic. At-Tirmidhi also records something close.
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7. INCREASE YOUR TREASURES OF JANNAH

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said to Abu Musa,
“Shall I not guide you to a treasure from the treasures of Jannah?” 1
said: “Yes, O Messenger of Allah!” Thereupon he (Peace be

upon him) said (recite):
« DL Y55 Y5 J= Yy

“La hawla wa la quwwata illa billah (‘There is no Power or Might
except by Allah)”°

8. GET UNCOUNTABLE REWARDS!

Ubadah bin Samit (May Allah be pleased with him) narrates that
the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

« dos & ﬁjuﬁy‘}é J 8 olially Gl ) SERE ey

“The one who asks forgiveness for Mu’min men and Mu’min women,
Allah writes for him a virtue for every Mu’min man and Mu’min

woman.”

Allahu Akbar! How easy is it to be credited with so many
good deeds instantly. The following prayer of Prophet
Ibrahim as occurs in the Qur’an is considered ideal for getting

all the rewards as promised by this hadith:
§ el 158 53 Gl G5 L 2S5 )

“Our Lord! Forgive me and my parents, and (all) the believers on
the Day when the recﬁom’ng will be established.” [14:41]

% Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
* Recorded by At-Tabrani, and it is authentic; also see Al-Haithami in Majma ‘uz
Zawaid
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The Adhkaar of Morning & Evening

1. BE THE BEST ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION
Let no-one surpass you on the Day of Resurrection by
following the words of Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him)
who said: “The one who recites in the morning and in the evening:

« oM%K alil O3l »

Subhan-Allahi wa bihamdihi (Allah is free from imperfection and 1
begin with praising Him) One hundred times, will not be excelled on
the Day of Resurrection by anyone with better deeds than the one who

utters the same words or utters more of these words.”*!

2. ALLAH WILL PLEASE YOU WITH THIS
The Messenger of Allah has said: “The one who says in the
morning and evening, it will be his right upon Allah to please him:*
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“Radeethu billahi rabbann, wa bil Islaami deenaw wa bi
943

Muhammadin Nabiyyaa.

In another narration, these words are to be repeated three
times.* And remember the hadith of Musa (Upon him be peace)
— from page twelve — on how Allah pleases the dweller of
Jannah who is of the least Rank?

! Recorded by Muslim
*2 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi, An Nasai, Ibn Sunni and Ahmad
® We are pleased with Allah as Rabb, and with Islam as a religion and with Muhammad,

(May peace and blessings of Allah be upon Him) as a Messenger
* Recorded in Musnad Ahmad
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3. THANK ALLAH COMPLETELY FOR THE DAY

A few words recited in the morning and evening would be
counted for having thanked Allah for the entire day, as the
Prophet has said®: “The one who says (this) in the morning, then
indeed he will have expressed a complete shukr or thanks for all the
bounties of the day; and the one who says the same in the evening will
have expressed a complete thanks for all the bounties of the night:
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Allahumma maa Asbaha bi min ni’mathan faminka wahdhaka, laa
shareeka laka, falakal hamdu wa lakash-shukr.** For evening,

change “asbaha =22\ to amsa <517

4. GET THE PROPHET'’S (Peace be upon him)
INTERCESSION

Don’t miss the chance of receiving the Prophet’s (Peace be upon
him) intercession, who said: “Who recites blessings upon me (i.e. says)

« 22255 el e 2dly
Allahumma Salli wa Sallim ‘alaa Nabiyyinaa Muhammad®’

Ten times in the morning and evening will obtain my intercession on

the Day of Resurrection.”*

* Recorded by Abu Dawud and An-Nasai

O Allah, whatever blessing that I, or any of Your creatures has risen upon this morning
(night); has indeed come from You alone. You have no partner, and to you are all
praises and all thanks.

70O Allah, we ask You for peace and blessings upon Prophet Muhammad — See ‘Hisnul
Muslim’ of Imam Sa’id bin Wahf Al-Qahtani, Darussalam Publications

* Recorded by At-Tabrani and its chain is reliable. See Majma uz-Zawaid
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The Mu’min makes Du’a

e
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“And your Rabb said: “Invoke Me,

7 will regponcf to your (invocation).” [40:60]

1. DU’A 1S THE BEST WORSHIP

Whenever you make du’a to your Lord, then you are
worshipping him in the best way, for the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him) has said:

3o Y
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“The best worship is du’a (supplication).

2. YOUR EVERY DU’A 1S ACCEPTED
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

o
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“Indeed is your Lord Most Generous, when a slave of His raises his
hands with needs before Him, he feels haya [shyness, modesty] to turn
him down empty-handed.”

So know my brother or sister in faith, that your Lord will
definitely, yes definitely grant all that you ask of him, and if

you do not make Du’a to Him, then...

¥ Recorded Al-Hakim, Ibn ‘Adee in al-Kaamil and Ibn Sa’d — it is authentic
>0 Recorded by the Four, except An-Nasai, and Al-Hakim classed it sahih
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3. HE WILL BE DISPLEASED
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

~
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“Allah is angry with the one who does not invoke him.”"

Look how generous your Rabb is, who is displeased when you
don’t invoke him. Our asking from those around us even a
few times, could result in their displeasure, but Allah — the
Lord of the ‘Alamin is telling you ‘Ask of Me, I will certainly
orant you, but don’t do otherwise.’

4. THE DU’A READ MOST OFTEN

Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) reported®*: The du’a most
often recited by the Prophet (Peace be upon him) was:

Z . Z .-
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“Allahumma aatina fid-dunya hasanatan, wa fil-aakhirati hasanatan,

wa qina ‘adhab-annar”™

When a companion asked Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased
with her), “O Mother of the Believers! Which supplication did
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) make frequently
when he was in your house?” She said:

< 1- {2 o 2 }&o /w{’ -
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“He supplicated frequently: ‘Yaa Mugallibal-quloobi, thabbit
qalbi ‘ala deenik.””* — This has been recorded by At-Tirmidhi.

>! Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and it is classed hasan

>2 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

> O Allah! grant us in this world that which is good and in the Hereafter that which is
good, and save us from the punishment of the Fire
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5. ALLAH WILL ANSWER WITH THIS DU’A:
Narrated Buraida (May Allah be pleased with him): The Prophet
(Peace be upon him) heard a man saying:

Ty \;»\JT"’?Q@EJJL: d‘r@d‘»
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Allahumma innee as-aluka biannee ash hadhu annaka anthallah.
Laa ilaagha illaa anth. Al Ahadus Samad, Alladhee lam yalidh wa
lam yoo ladh, wa lam ya kullahoo kufuwan Ahad.”

Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) then said: “He has asked
Allah by His Name by which when asked He gives, and by which

when supplicated, He answers.” >°

6. LET THE ANGELS MAKE DU’A FOR YOU
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

« Ji g S0 DB V) G i s Y b plid a2 G Uy

“Whenever a Muslim supplicates for his (Muslim) brother in his

absence, the angels say: ‘May the same be for you to’.””’

How easy it is for us to attain these words from the angels

whose supplications are sure to be answered.

>* O Controller of the hearts make my heart steadfast in Your religion

> O Allah, I ask You by virtue that I testify that You are Allah, there is None Worthy of
worship except You, The One — The Self-Sufficient Master, Who did not beget and
was not begotten and to Whom no one is equal.

>0 Recorded by the Four Imams of Hadith. Ibn Hibban classed it sahih

>7 Recorded by Muslim. Another Hadith in Muslim says: “The supplication of a Muslim
for his (Muslim) brother in his absence will certainly be answered. Every time he makes
a supplication for good for his brother, the angel appointed for this particular task says:
‘Ameen! May it be for you, too.””
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So whatever du’a that you make for your brother or sister — be
it for his or her forgiveness or to admit him or her to Jannah —
know that it is accepted for both of you.

7. EVERY DU’AIS ACCEPTED UNTIL...
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

<<L}/M(ii;‘tgj&j}3:@:J}i:’:z}-‘;.&:iéu;f{,\.‘;—iﬁ@\fi"i»
“The supplication of every one of you will be granted if he does not get

impatient and say: ‘I supplicated my Rabb but my prayer has not been
granted.””

We learn from this hadith that every du’a is accepted until it is
met with frustration. The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has also
mentioned that the du’a of every believer is answered either
immediately, or an incoming harm is lifted away, or it is
stored for the believer in the hereafter, which will be
discussed further on.

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said, “When any
one of you has performed Salat and wants to supplicate, let him praise
Allah first then glorify Him in the beginning and then he should
supplicate Allah for me (i.e. send Salawat). Then he may supplicate

for whatever he likes.”®

To this effect, Imam Qasim bin ‘Abd said: “I said to Anas bin
Malik, “O Abu Hamzah pray for us.” He said, “Du’a is
elevated by good deeds.” And apt is the reminder of Imam
Abu Hanifah: “Have the same relations with Allah inwardly,
as you profess outwardly.”

*8 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawud
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The Mu’min sends Salawat upon his Prophet

1. SEND SALAWAT ON THE PROPHET

A Muslim sends Salawat (honor, grace, peace blessings etc) on
his Prophet, for he, (Peace be upon him)said,

«W\Jﬁwu\é—sﬁcow&yuﬂ»

“Whoever asks Allah to send peace and blessings upon me; then Allah

will send peace and blessings upon him ten times.”™

And it states in another narration, “Allah will raise him by ten

ranks, and write for him ten virtues and erase ten sins from him.”®

Please see hadith 4 in “The Adhkaar of Morning and Evening” for
the manner in sending Salawat. And do not forget the words
of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) who said: “Supplicate Allah

for me, for your supplication reaches me wherever you are.”

2. STAY CLOSE TO THE PROPHET (Peace be upon him)
ON THE DAY OF RESURRECTION

Don’t you wish to be close to the Prophet (Peace be upon him)
on Youmal Qiyamah? If yes, then he, (Peace be upon him) said:

« SN J‘ vi}f\ Gl ag A L}ﬁ »

“The people who will be nearest to me on the Day of Resurrection will

be those who send Salawat more often for me.”*

> Recorded by Muslim

% Recorded by An Nasai

%! Recorded by Abu Dawud

%2 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan and Ibn Hibban who classed it sahih
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THE MU’MIN IS
KNOWLEDGEABLE
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The Mu’min always seeks Knowledge
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“Say: “Are those who know, eclua[ to those who know not?” [39:9]

1. ITIS OBLIGATORY

Muslims should know that seeking knowledge is not
optional, but something that’s obligatory for them; as Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

“The search for knowledge is obligatory upon every Muslim.

1263

That knowledge is not to be confined, the Prophet has said,
“Convey from me, even if it is an Aayah.”®

2. ALLAH WANTS GOOD FOR YOU
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:

€l (3 AER T35 4 3l 5 ay

“When Allah wishes good for someone, He bestows upon him the

understanding of Deen.”®

That you have been learning Deen comes as excellent news
for you — as Allah likes you and wants good for you. Your
reading this, proves just that.

% Recorded by Ibn Maajah, and it is classed hasan
% Recorded by Al-Bukhari
% Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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3. YOU CAN BE THE BEST

Knowledge will not only illuminate you, but it will also make
you the best, as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

1 <1 % D/‘ 2 £ 2o
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“The best amongst you are those who have the best character provided
they have an understanding of Deen.”®

4. MAKE JANNAH EASY FOR YOU
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

O Oy J b da ge Wl v i b Gl 20y
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“He who follows a path to acquire knowledge, Allah will make the
path of Jannah easy to him. The angels lower their wings over the
seeker of knowledge, being pleased with what he does.”®’

5. LET OTHERS DO GOOD-DEEDS FOR YOU

The one guiding others will get the same rewards as the doer,
be it for prayer, fasting, charity, Umrah, Hajj or any other
good deed; for Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

2 Z
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« 185 a8
“The one who calls or guides others to follow the Right Guidance will

have a reward equal to the reward of those who follow him, without

their reward being reduced in any respect on that account.”®

% Recorded by Ibn Hibban and it is classed sahih. Al-Bukhari has something close
%7 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan. A part of it was recorded by Muslim
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6. GET THE REWARD OF HAJJ EVERY TIME
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:

~
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“Whoever goes to the Masjid, not desiring anything other than
learning or teaching something good, his reward is like that of a Haaji
: 1969

who performs a complete Hajj.

So the next time you leave to listen to the Friday khutbah or
simply to learn or teach at the mosque, know that you are
getting the reward of a complete Hajj! Subhanallah!

7. REWARD FOR ALL THAT’S RECITED
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:
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“Whoever teaches a verse from the book of Allah-the Mighty and
Sublime, will have the reward for having done so for all that is recited
»70

thereby.

ALTHOUGH THE VIRTUES OF KNOWLEDGE are uncountable,
one must not forget Mu’adh bin Jabal’s (May Allah be pleased
with him) words as narrated in Hilyat ul-Awliya: “Learn
whatever knowledge you wish to acquire, and Allah will not
reward you, unless you act upon what you have learned”

% Recorded by Muslim

“Recorded by At-Tabrani and its men are trustworthy. Also see Al-Haithami in
Majma ‘uz Zawaid

An authentic hadith collected in As Silsila As-Saheeha. See “Magnificence of the
Qur’an” by Mahmood Ad-Dausaree, Darussalam Publications
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The Rank of an ‘Aalim

1. ALLAH INCLUDED THEM IN THE SHAHADAH

Scholars have been given a tremendous status by Allah
Subhanahu wa Ta’ala. Our Lord has honored them immensely
by making them witnesses to the greatest of truths — by
mentioning their testimony alongside His Own, and that of
His angels! Scholars are thus, its proofs and its signs,
indicating His Tawhid. And that indeed, is the greatest honor
ever bestowed upon them. Allah says:

g A ols exldly 58 Y)Y A i Sy
“Allah bears witness that La ilaha illa Huwa (none has the m’gﬁt

to be worsﬁijoyed’ but ‘J—[e) and the ange(s and those ﬁaw’ng
ﬁnowfec@e (afso gwe this wztness) [3: 18]

2. ALLAH HAS RAISED THEIR STATUS IN BOTH THE
WORLDS

Is this not a magnificent honor and reward for those learned
in Deen, both in this world and the next; as Allah Subhanahu
wa Ta’ala says:

4" e Al olls S 18T 0 A0 s )
“Allah will exalt in afegree those of you who believe, and those who
have been gmnteof Enowfea@e” [58: 11]
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3. THEY HAVE BEEN LIKENED TO PROPHETS

Scholars have also been likened to Prophets; and how
glorious is this position both in honor and reward! May Allah
be praised. Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

<<v§b>‘éf&@5~bw‘éf%w‘i}~”»
“The superiority of the Scholar over the worshipper is like My

superiority over the most inferior amongst you.””!

4. THEY ARE THE HEIRS OF THE PROPHETS
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) has said:

8-
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“The Scholars are the heirs of the Prophets”"

Alhamdulillah! Look my dear brother or sister, now that you
know that none receives a greater reward than the scholars,
then why not become one? All it takes is an intention, and
Allah will most definitely take you forward. That’'s how
people from all ages and background are becoming the ‘Ulama
of Deen alongside their study and work.

You could begin with a teacher by learning a line of
knowledge, or memorizing an Aayah from the Qur’an, if by
that, you intend hifz. And remember the words of the Prophet
(Peace be upon him):

« ‘/Ltl/p AV N ifff’“,@ 5 »

“One will be raised alive after death in the same state in which he died.””

! Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said its hasan. Also by Ad-Darimi and Al-Bazzar
72 Recorded by Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi. At-Tabrani also reports something similar
7 Recorded by Muslim
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THE MU’MIN'’S
SALAT
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Salat — The Pillar of Deen
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“\/e'ri[y! 7 am Allah! None has the m’gﬁt to be worsﬁfp}aed but 1, so
worsﬁija Me, and yeﬁ’orm As-Salat for My Remembrance.” [20:14]

1. THE PROPHET’S (Peace be upon him) LAST WORDS
Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the last words
of the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) were:

GG ESD G A 51 B »
“As-Salat, As-Salat; (and) I warn you about those whom your right

hand possesses (i.e. your subordinates).” ™*

That the Prophet (Peace be upon him) reminded us of Salat in
his last moments, signifies its sublime status in Deen. He,
(Peace be upon him) also said: “The comfort and delight of my eyes is

in Salat.””

2. THE MOST SUPERIOR DEED
No other deed can surpass As-Salat as the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him) said:

« ey Bl JLs YT il

“The most superior deed is As-Salat, at the beginning of its time.””°

™ Recorded by Abu Dawud. Muslim also recorded the same with the inclusion of “Fear
Allah with regards to your women, for they are a trust given to you and Allah made
them Halal for you through Nikah.”

7 Recorded by Ahmad and An-Nasai-it is classed hasan

76 Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim and Abu Dawud
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3. EASY ENTRANCE FOR WOMEN IN JANNAH

See O Sister in Iman, how easily you can enter Jannah with
your Salat, tor the Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:

sz °
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“If a woman prays regularly five times a day, fasts the month (of
Ramadan), guards her chastity and obeys her husband, it will be said

to her: ‘Enter Jannah from whichever gate you wish.””"”’

4. THEIR UNMATCHED REWARDS

Umm Humayd Al-Saa’idiyyah (May Allah be pleased with her)
said that she came to the Prophet (Peace be upon him) and said:
“O Messenger of Allah, I love to pray with you.” He (Peace be
upon him) said:

SN fe I 52 el 3 g ¢ s B d o Ltk 15y
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“I know that you love to pray with me, but your praying in your room
is better for you than your praying in your house, and your praying in
your house is better for you than your praying in the mosque of your
people, and your praying in the mosque of your people is better for you
than your praying in my mosque.””

And Ahmad narrates that he, (Peace be upon him) said: “Prayer in
this Masjid of mine is superior to a thousand prayers elsewhere.”

77 Recorded by Ahmad, At-Tabrani and Ibn Hibban. It is classed sahih
78 Recorded by Ahmad and Ibn Khuzaima with a sahih chain of narration
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The Virtues of Wudu

1. SINS DEPART IN WUDU
“Wudu is half the Iman””, and doing it causes sins to depart

with ease; for Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

z
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“He who performs the wudu perfectly, his sins will depart from his

body, even from under his nails.”*

2. THE GATES OF JANNAH OPEN FOR YOU
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said®":
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“Whoever of you performs wudu carefully and then says: ‘Ash hadu an
la ilaha illallahu Wahdahu la shareecka Lahu, wa ash hadu anna
Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa Rasooluhu,® the eight gates of Jannah are
opened for him. He may enter through whichever of these gates he likes.”

The distance between the two gate-panels of one of the gates
of Jannah is the distance of forty-year’s walking®. So who

amongst us wouldn’t love for these gates to open easily?

7 Recorded by Muslim
%0 Recorded by Muslim
81 Recorded by Muslim
82 I testify that there is None worthy of worship except Allah Alone, Who has no partners

and that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger
% Recorded by Ahmad. Also see Muslim
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The Great Virtues of Jama’th

1. DU’AS ARE GRANTED AFTER ADHAN
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said,

st ol 28 156 Ok LS »
“Say as they say (i.e. the Muaddhins) and when you finish ask (from
Allah) and you will be granted.”™*

An Abu Dawud hadith also states that “The supplication made
between the Adhan and the Iqgamah is never rejected.” So let’s not let
go of these chances to ask from Allah, of what we desire.

2. AL-WASEELAH
Let the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) intercede for
You, as he said:

C A Bl ¢ B 5230 ada &y 22001 1 210D Aans G JB ey
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“He who says upon hearing the Adhan: ‘Allahumma Rabba
haadhihid ~ da’wati  ttaammati, — wassalaatil — qaa’imati,  aati
Muhammadanil wasilata wal fadhilata, wab’athu maqaaman
Mahmooda nilladhee wa ‘adtahu®, it becomes binding upon me to

intercede for him on the Day of Resurrection.”

8 Recorded by Abu Dawud

%O Allah, Rabb of this perfect call (Da’wah) and of the established prayer (As-Salat),
grant Muhammad the Wasilah and superiority, and raise him up to a praiseworthy
position which You have promised him
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3. THE VIRTUES OF JAMA’TH
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

Jfﬂ&jm nggm%&ﬂwhﬁ@&jﬂgw»
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“A man’s Salat in a Jama’th is twenty-five times®® more rewarding
than his Salat at home or in his shop, and that is because when he
performs his Wudu properly and proceeds towards the mosque with the
purpose of performing Salat in congregation, he does not take a step
without being raised a degree (in rank) for it, and having a sin
remitted for it, till he enters the mosque. When he is performing Salat,
the angels continue to invoke Blessings of Allah on him as long as he is
in his place of worship in a state of Wudu. They say: ‘O Allah! Have
mercy on him! O Allah! Forgive him.” He is deemed to be engaged in

Salat as long as he waits for it.”%’

May Allah be praised! How many are the benetits of a Jama’th:
“Better than twenty five prayers; a rank in Jannah raised with a
sin wiped out for each step (and we’ve read how the rank of
the least one there is); and if you’re waiting for it in the
Masjid—then you are actually in Salat, with the du’a of angels.”

% Al-Bukhari & Muslim narrate another hadith stating that it is “twenty-seven times

more rewarding”
87 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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4. THE REWARD OF HA]JJ!

How easy is it to get the reward of Hajj five times everyday, as
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

« @:;;ij\ éti-\ ;‘;—@ 3’;‘_;,.6 5;;¢’§° 4 és}\:ﬁ Lli \4-:/5 < ‘}E:‘o.j &e /C}; :f; N

“The one who leaves his house with wudu to offer fard Salat, his
»88

reward is like that of a person performing Hajj in Ihram.

5. THE NUMBERLESS REWARDS OF JUMU’AH

Aws ibn Aws Thaqaft (May Allah be pleased with him) narrated
that the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

RS 5 L P B 2 S e g i e
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“He who takes a bath properly on Friday, hastens to the Masjid very
early and goes on foot and does not go riding, sits close to the Imam and
listens (to the sermon) attentively, does not speak at all — then for each
step (that he has taken) he will get the reward of one year’s fasting and

1289

one year of offering Salat at night.
May Allah be praised! Each of us could make up for all

undone virtues, and hope to earn more by way of these
words. Moreover, there exist many other virtues of the
Jumu’ah prayer, which include a person’s (as one above) sins

being forgiven from the present and the last Jumu’ah.”

% Recorded by Abu Dawud
% Recorded by Abu Dawud, Ibn Maajah and Ahmad
? Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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The Mu’min’s Khushu in Salat

4 b A 150585 0
“And stand Before Allah with obedience.” [2: 238]

That immense significance has been given to “Khushu” in
prayer is evident in the words of Umar bin al-Khattab (May
Allah be pleased with him), who said while standing on the
minbar: “A man might have white hair in Islam [i.e. grown old
as a Muslim], yet he has not completed even a single prayer
for Allah, the Exalted!” He was asked, “Why is that?” He
replied: “He does not perfect the prayer’s required Khushu,

solemnness, and attending to Allah with his heart.””!

So O believers, how can any other good deed of the slave
stand to be accepted, when his Salat will be the first thing that

he will be called to account for, on the Day of Resurrection?”?

1. WHAT 1S KHUSHU?
“Khushu” means that the heart stands before the Lord in
humility and submission.””This humility in-turn, is reflected

on his or her body.

2. WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?
It was reported that Ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him)

said: “You will only have from your prayer, that which you
focused on.””* And the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

1 See Al-Ihya 10/202
92 See Abu Dawud and At-Tabrani
% See al-Madaarij, 1/520
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“Indeed a person completes his Salat, and only one-tenth, from the
maximum reward is written for him. Likewise for some, one-ninth,
one-eighth, one-seventh, one-sixth, onefifth, onefourth, one-third or
half of it is written.””

3. HOw DOES ONE INCREASE HiS KHUSHU?
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

o & o
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“Offer Salat like the one who is bidding farewell to the world; and as

1296

though you see Allah, and if you do not see Him, truly He sees you.

We have been commanded to pray “as though it is our last Salat”,
and this is correct because no-one knows if he could live to
pray another Salat; and “as though we are seeing Allah or that He is
seeing us.” You should know that you are standing before
Rabb-ul ‘Alamin, and remember the words of Allah’s

Messenger (Peace be upon him):
Cspo Bis Bud § Clih s agds oo 0 ST A 50 131 890 ) »

“Verily, when a man stands for Salat, Allah turns His attention

toward him until he completes his Salat or commits an act against the
dedication of Salat.””

% See Madaarij al-Saalikeen, 1/112

% Recorded by Abu Dawud and Ahmad

% Recorded by Abu Muhammad Al-Ibrahim and it is classed hasan. See Jami As-Sagheer
%7 Recorded by Ibn Maajah. Abu Dawud and An-Nasai also recorded something close
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The Virtues of Nafl Salat

1. BUILD A PALACE FOR YOURSELF IN JANNAH
For Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

B35 en PR & L ek a s Gy
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“A house will be built in Jannah for every Muslim who offers twelve
Rak’ah of optional Salat other than the fard Salat in a day and a night.”*

2. DON’T YOU WISH FOR THE “GHURAFAA”?
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:
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“In Jannah there are dwellings whose inside can be seen from the

C + 8\

outside, and the outside can be seen from inside. Allah has prepared
them for those who feed the hungry, spread the greetings of Salaam,

and pray at night whilst the people are asleep.”””

Imam Ibn Kathir said: “These will be lofty palaces, lofty Rooms,
one above another, story upon story, well-constructed, strong and
decorated.” Moreover, there exist many virtues of Tahajjud tor “it

was the tradition of the Saliheen and a means of gaining closeness to
Allah.”"™ Any Salat offered after Isha will be counted as Tahajjud.""!

% Recorded by Muslim

% Recorded by Ibn Hibban and it is authentic. Also by At-Tirmidhi with a slight difference
1% Recorded by Al-Hakim who said it is sahih

1" Recorded by At-Tabrani and Al-Haithami in Majma az-Zawaid
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THE MU’MIN IS
CHARITABLE
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The Mu’min’s Zakah & Sadaqah
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“And }m:form As-Salat and give Zakat, and whatever qf good (deeds) you
send fortﬁ for yourseﬁ/es Eefore you, you shall ﬁ’na( it with Allah.”[2:110]

1. HALF A DATE CAN SAVE YOU FROM HELL
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said,
« o;c dw 535 3\3\ \jfL\ »
“Protect yourself from Hell-fire even by giving half a date as charity.”'"

We learn from this hadith that Hell-fire could be averted by a
halt a date, though it’s almost close to nothing monetarily.
Another hadith says that anything given the value of a date
which has been legally earned is accepted and saved by Allah
until it becomes like a mountain.'

2. ALLAH WILL SPEND ON YOU
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said,
«3le s 58 s Je y
“Allah, the Exalted, says, ‘Spend (in charity), and I will spend on you.”'"
When Allah ‘Azza wa Jall Himself says that He will spend on

us, then we cannot even imagine what those delights would
be. After all, He 1s Malik-ul Amlaak.

192 Zakat is obligatory as distinguished from Sadaqah. Please see a reliable Aalim for the same.
19 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
19 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
19 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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3. THE MOST EXCELLENT SADAQAH

The one who has little, yet gives something for the sake of
Allah — is the most excellent Sadagah, as the Messenger of
Allah (Peace be upon him) has said:

« Jasdl a3z BA% Al »
“The most excellent Sadaqah is that given in a state of difficulty by

one who has little (monetarily).”"

4. SPONSORING THE ORPHAN GIVES YOU THE BEST
A small amount could allow you the company of Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) in Jannah, as he said:

138 g@-\ ¢ f::o\ i}.ﬂfj GT »

“I, and the one who brings up an orphan, will be like this in
Jannah.” And he pointed his forefinger and middle finger with a slight
gap in between them.'"”

5. THE MASSIVE REWARD FOR BUILDING A MASJID
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said,

<<;&\@G§ﬁﬁsg§w ‘25 ah Vsl Na &5 A
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“Whoever builds a masjid for Allah, even if it is as small as the
nestling-place scratched out by the sandgrouse for its eggs, Allah will

build a house for him in Jannah.”'™

The sandgrouse, which is a small pigeon-like bird, takes up very
little space to nestle. So remember, your few rupees would be
more than enough to build a beautiful Palace for you in Jannah.

1% Recorded by Abu Dawud and Al-Hakim
197 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
19 Recorded by Ahmad and it is sahih from Ibn ‘Abbas. See Jami’ As-Saghir.
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THE MU’MIN’S
PILGRIMAGE
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The Mu’min’s Hajj & Umrah
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c[eej) and distant (wide) mountain ﬁigﬁway (to yerform Cl-[cgj).”
[22: 27]

Ibn ‘Abbaas (May Allah be pleased with him) said, “When Allah
commanded Prophet Ibrahim (Upon him be peace) to proclaim
Hajj among people, he said:

‘My Lord, how can I convey the message to the people as my voice
cannot reach them?” Allah said, You call, it is Our duty to make it
reach (everyone)!” So, he stood in his position and said, ‘O you
people! Your Lord has chosen a House, so perform pilgrimage to it.’

It was said that the mountains became leveled and his voice
reached all parts of the earth and all that are in the wombs and
loins of men were made to hear the call and everything that
heard it, responded. So those for whom Allah has decreed to
perform Hagjj till the Day of Judgment responded with the

saylng,

‘Labbayk Allahumma Labbayk

Here I am at your service, O Allah, here I am.”'"”

19 Related by Ibn Jarir
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1. THE HAJJ1 RETURNS AS A NEWBORN BABY

Indeed fortunate are those, who return sinless as the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

«ATEs S 355 iy Eap s (55 20
“Whoever performs Hajj and does not have sexual relations (with his
wife), nor commits sin, nor disputes unjustly (during Hajj), then he
returns from Hajj as pure and free from sins as on the day on which

his mother gave birth to him.”'"°

2. THE VIRTUES OF UMRAH & HAJJ
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:
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“('The performance of) ‘Umrah is an expiation for the sins committed

between it and the previous ‘Umrah; and the reward of Hajj
Mabrur' is nothing but Jannah.”'"

3. DO HAJJ WITH THE PROPHET (Peace be upon him)

How would it be if you were told that you could perform
Hajj with the Prophet (Peace be upon him). The good news is
that it’s still possible for he (Peace be upon him), has said: '

zZ
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“To perform ‘Umrah during Ramadan is equal to the performance of
Hajj with Me.” '

"9 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

" Mabrur: An accepted Hajj. Ahmad records that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) has
said a Mabrur Hajj is, “in which food is served with generosity and Salam is spread.”

"2 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

' Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Abu Dawud and Ibn Hibban in his sahih

"4 This however, will not absolve one from performing the obligatory Hajj
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THE MU’MIN’S
FASTING
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The Mu’min’s Ramadan

J{ }G/ O}é ~ 04 o &\ ~ 3 - 5 v \})‘ ~ 5 \} ~ ﬁ\ gz
T M - o9 o . % :Q A "S |- 25 ol - “S A :Q ’ t %
C%@uj‘*’gugbuéu ukc./ g( S‘/ geo) (e \-r(.-.\ 2 5

“O you who believe! Oﬁsewing fasting is Jorescn’ﬁea[ for you as it was
Jarescriﬁed for those 6#01’8 you, that you may become ith-Muttaqun
(CRigﬁteous).” [2: 183]

1. FASTING IN THE MONTH OF RAMADAN
Ibadah 1in the blessed month of Ramadan will cause the
tforgiveness of sins as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
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“Whoever fasts the month of Ramadan with faith and seeking reward
»115

will be forgiven his previous sins.
2. THE GREATNESS OF RAMADAN
The reward for deeds are multiplied phenomenally in the

month of Ramadan as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
O 4 833 (631 15 5 805 Lo Bl (31 32870 allaks a3 555 25 »
“Whoever intends drawing close to Allah by performing any virtuous deed

(in Ramadan), for such a person will be the reward like the one who had

performed a Fard at any other time. And whoever performs a Fard, shall

be blessed with the reward of seventy Faraaid at any other time.”"'°

> Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
16 Recorded by Ibn Khuzaima in his Sahih
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3. GET REWARDS OF EXTRA FASTS

You could be rewarded for multiple fasts by following these
words of the Prophet’s (Peace be upon him):

«lgs el 27 0. 2af VAT 2 0 2T R 008 Wi ki 2ay
“Whoever feeds the person who is breaking his fast, will receive a

reward like the fasting person’s reward; without the reward of the

fasting person being diminished in the least.”'"

4. THE REWARD OF QUENCHING THE THIRST
Quenching a fasting person’s thirst will allow you to drink
from the Prophet’s (Peace be upon him) Haud as he said:

<<4.$-\‘_'}.>-,b uby@ﬁy?wm\ou;uwwyj»

“And the one who gave a fasting person water to drink, Allah will grant
him (the giver) to drink from My fountain (Haud), such a drink whereafter

that person will never again feel thirsty until he enters Jannah.”''®

5. THE GLORY OF LAYLATUL-QADR

The Qur'an says: “The night of Al-Qgdr (Decree) is better than a

thousand months (i.e. worshipping Allah in that night is better

than worshipping Him a thousand months i.e. 83 years & 4

months)”[97:3]. Moreover, the Prophet(Peace be upon him) said:
€4 e A0 G A i Blaaty Bl L8 AT 46 20y

“Whoever stands for prayer during Laylatul Qadr with faith and

seeking reward, he will be forgiven for his previous sins.”'"

"7 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan sahih
8 Recorded by Ibn Khuzaima in his Sahih
"9 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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The Virtues of Nafl Fasts

Wouldn’t you like to be rewarded as if fasting always? If so,

1. FAST THREE DAYS EVERY MONTH
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:

~ £ <.

“Fasting three days every month is the same as fasting all the time (i.e.

the entire year).”'*

2. FAST SIX DAYS IN SHAWWAL
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:
« AL 3l S8 JBe o G 22535 Oliass Ao ey

“Whoever fasts the month of Ramadan and follows it up by fasting six
days of the month of Shawaal, it is as if he fasted all of the time."'

3. FAST THE DAY OF ‘ARAFAH
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:
« ww\j ww el 6 G 23l »

“Fasting the day of ‘Arafah expiates (the sins of) the previous year and

the coming year.”'*

And Muslim records that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
“And fasting the day of Aashuraa, I reckon that Allah will expiate (the
sins of) the year that preceded it.”

120 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
12! Recorded by Muslim
122 Recorded by Muslim
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THE MU’MIN HAS A
BEAUTIFUL
CHARACTER
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The Mu’min’s Character
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“And vem’[y, you (O Muhammad) are on an exalted
(standard cj’) character.” [68:4]

Ummul Mu’mineen ‘Aisha described him (Peace be upon him):
“His character was just [a reflection of] the Qur'an.”'* And
Anas (May Allah be pleased with him) said, “I served him (peace

be upon him) for ten years, and he never said ‘Uff to me.”"**

1. THE BEST

Undoubtedly, the one endowed with good manners and
character is second to none, as the Messenger of Allah (Peace
be upon him)has said,

« GYAT V_i“v\ S 5>

“The best of you is the best among you in character.”'*

2. THE MOST PERFECT
The person with good character, is also the one with a perfect
Iman, as the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him)has said,

z & ez P o s
« W 38T Bl Caght 22T

“The most perfect believer in faith among the believers is the one whose
p J

character is most excellent.”?°

12 Recorded by Muslim, Abu Dawud and Ahmad
124 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
12 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
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3. THE REWARDS OF CONSTANT PRAYING & FASTING

On virtue of good character, you could be reckoned from
those who are constantly at prayer or fasting, for the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him)has said,

<<C§LQSSC§CQSS‘//;ML>-UL2LJ,LJ/ 254 u\ »

“A believer will attain by his good character the rank of one who prays
»127

during the night and observes fasting during the day.
4. A HOUSE IN THE HIGHEST JANNAH
What’s more? The one with good character would receive the
glad tidings of the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) who

said, “Anaa za’eemun” or I guarantee,
EHERE J;)&:A-\&L;\gg,;gj»

A house in the highest part of Jannah for one who has good character.

1128

5. THE ONE FOR WHOM HELL-FIRE IS FORBIDDEN
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him)said, “Shall I not tell
you whom the (Hell) Fire is forbidden to touch?”

« J?/,ggcés(%}ﬁé;éji?J@\&éﬁg‘;T»

“It is forbidden to touch a man who is always accessible, having polite

and tender nature.”*

Let all of us avert Hell-fire by being accessible and polite with
everyone — be they our elders, our children, or our workers.

126 Recorded by Tirmidhi who said it is hasan sahih
127 Recorded by Abu Dawud

128 Recorded by Abu Dawud

12 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
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6. THE DEAREST TO THE PROPHET (Peace be upon him)
Could there be anything better than Allah’s Messenger (Peace
be upon him) saying:

BT St caagg a3 L 10 oSl 2l 25T 2 By > “The

dearest and nearest among you to me on the Day of Resurrection will

be one who is the best of you in character.”™

7. SUPPRESSING ANGER
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said,

uﬂﬁj&&wjﬁ%i&\é&Scémﬁ& Jbﬁjcwvﬁw»
« 2\ uuuas J};s G2 Ex w5 I et

“The one who suppresses his anger when he was capable of giving vent
to it, will be called out by Allah Ta’ala before all the creatures on the

day of resurrection; and he will be asked to choose any of the Hur-al
‘Ayn that he likes”."'

The patience of a few moments would bring for you, endless
delights. And “the one who guides others to this will be rewarded
equally like that of its doer.” Remember dear brothers and
sisters in Iman, “Whoever restrains his anger, Allah will restrain His

punishment from him on Youmal Qiyamah.”'

And beautiful indeed are Imam Ibn Al-Jawziyyah’s words to
conclude our focus on good character: “Be in this world as
the bee: it eats only good, produces only good, and when it
rests upon anything it neither ruins it nor deflowers it.”

B0 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi, who said it is hasan

B Recorded by Abu Dawud, Ahmad, Ibn Maajah and At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
2 See Hadith 5, p. 40

13 Recorded by Al-Bayhaqi and At-Tabrani in Al-Awsat
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The Mu’min with his Wife

@ @w”w’ u%f“

“And [ive with them ﬁonoumﬁ(y” [4:19]

1. HE1IS ALWAYS GOOD TO HER

A man shows good treatment to women, who could be his
mother, his wife, his sister, his daughter or his aunt for the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) has advised us saying:

«Tid Ll 19203550 »

“Take good care of women”>*

2. SHE DECIDES IF YOU ARE THE “BEST” MUSLIM

Yes! If you are good with her, then be happy, as Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

«pgilend (.}fjb- (.}ij;%»

The best of you are those who are the best to their wives”.">

3. HE 1S AFFECTIONATE WITH HER
A good husband is kind and merciful with his wife. The
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

STl 03 3 RE B B s ST Y] A akg b e RAE i o 8 >

«

1 Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim and At-Tirmidhi
15 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad — 1t is classed sahih
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“Whatever you spend seeking thereby the Pleasure of Allah, will have
its reward, even the morsel of food which you raise to your wife’s

mouth »136

May Allah be praised who sent us His Messenger (Peace be
upon him), who taught us that raising a mouthful to our wives
would fetch a reward upon secking Allah’s pleasure! How
beautiful is this hadith, and how many relationships have
revived with a smile upon following it.

4. HE NEVER FORGETS THE GOODNESS IN HER

An adorable and a lasting relationship between the spouses
could be achieved, upon following the words of the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him), who said:

- ° z & ° ~_© Z. o ° °g//
« T\ (o2 > g 570) Bath D B Y »

“A believer must not hate (his wife) believing woman; if he dislikes

one of her characteristics he will be pleased with another.”"’

A good husband is easy on his wife and does not remind her

about her shortcomings or use abusive language against her.

5. HE AvVOIDS AN ARGUMENT WITH HER

The next time he is tempted into an argument, let him
remember what the Prophet (Peace be upon him), said,

4‘1}{/? /10/ w&/ L * I {fﬂ
« lag 057005 ¢ sl A5 Bl Al 2y (3 o fes O »

“I guarantee a house in_Jannah for one who gives up arguing, even if

he is in the right.”'®

16 Recoded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
7 Recorded by Muslim
8 Recorded by Abu Dawud
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And Umar bin Al-Khattab (May Allah be pleased with him) would
say: “Women’s anger should be dealt by remaining quiet.”

6. HE DOES NOT ILL-TREAT HER

‘Abdullah bin Zam‘ah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported
that he heard the Prophet (Peace be upon him) give a sermon

wherein he had made mention of women saying,
-~ _ "//< o /0/ £ o o % o}}/; o
«ffjgj%‘:ff%%m%*ﬂﬂkﬁbjﬂ\%&vfb\iﬁ»

“How can anyone of you beat his wife as if she were a slave, and then

expect to embrace her at night?”">’

When read in the context of the sermon, the Prophet’s (Peace
be upon him) tone clearly suggests that he was admonishing
those who ill-treated their wives. As such, those husbands

who find mention in these words are indeed at great loss!

The Mu’min husband sees the impeccable example of his
Prophet (Peace be upon him) who never hit anyone with his

hand — neither 2 woman, nor a servant.'*

7. HE DOES NOT NEGLECT HER

A good husband is far from being apathetic'*!, stingy and
tight-pursed with his dependents. He fears the words of
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him), who said:

<<uj.55:f2” ’o\uu}b@f»

“Neglecting one’s own dependents is a reason enough for a man to

commit a sin.”'*

9 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
14 Recorded by Muslim
! Feeling or showing a lack of feeling, interest, concern etc.
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The Mu’minah with her Husband

40 i oy il Bl Bl Sl )
“T1 ﬁerefore the ngﬁteous women are afevoutfy obedient (to Allah

GLTLC[ to tﬁeir ﬁusﬁancfs}, CLHC{ gum’a[ n tﬁe ﬁusﬁ(mcf S CLBS@HC@ wﬁat

Allah orders them to guarcf. 7 [4:34]

1. THE BEST WOMAN

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) was asked: “Who
is the best woman?” He replied:

: < 2 4 < : o< o T2 % < 5
CHSG G BL Y5 Gk 3 AU Y5 gl 1) Bk el 51885 gy

“She who pleases her husband when he looks at her, obeys him when
he instructs her, and who does not oppose him regarding herself and her

riches, fearing his displeasure.”'"

These words of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) describe the
best of women. And needless to say, when they are followed,
not only would she be in the highest of the ranks; but that
would also bring about a delightful, lasting relationship.

2. AND SUCH A WIFE IS GUARANTEED JANNAH
Absolutely! For the Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:
« i N ES R A FE S (T IO el Gy

“Any woman dies while her husband is pleased with her, she will

enter Jannah.”'**

142 Recorded by Abu Dawud
1 Recorded by An-Nasai and Al-Bayhaqi — it is authentic. See Mishkat Al-Masabih



72 ‘ MINHAJ-UL MU’MIN -The Way of the Believer

3. SHE IS THE BEST OF THIS WORLD!
If she is righteous, then there is nothing better in this world

than her, for Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:
L BT G el i B ED

“This world (i.e. its contents) is a provision; and the best provision of

the world is a righteous woman.”'*

4. SHEIS A GUARDIAN & A CARE-TAKER
She knows that she is the guardian at her husband’s house
and makes sure that her children are raised on Deen — for the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

« e 1o ks Ln) w3 Bty S5 »

“The woman is a guardian in her husband’s house her children”'*

5. SHE 1S NOT UNGRATEFUL

Asma bint Yazeed (May Allah be pleased with her) relates that
the Prophet (Peace be upon him) cautioned women from
ingratitude towards their husbands saying:

A zetagl o i s s el e et Vs e s Al
L@J)ﬁjc‘é-j) jﬁmwjﬁcu«wj(\.@iy\w%\ th) ‘Jﬂbl »
« 13 > g f\:ﬁ éjj o Jj—i; 3;5-\}; ¢ Lol Loaris 25 \Jjjj NG ifuj
“One of you may stay unmarried for a long time, living with her
parents, then Allah-the Mighty and Sublime, blesses her with a

husband and blesses her with wealth and children from him, then she

becomes angry and says, ‘T have never seen good from you!””'"’

144 Recorded by Ibn Maajah and At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan. Also see At-Targhib
1 Recorded by Muslim and Ibn Maajah

146 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

147 Recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Maajah and Ahmad
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A Mu’mina wife takes these words seriously, for she knows
the saying of her Prophet (Peace be upon him): “I was shown the
Hell-fire and that the majority of its dwellers were women who were
disbelievers or ungrateful.”'*®

As recorded in Bukhari, the Prophet (Peace be upon him) gave
his wife Khadija (May Allah be pleased with her), the glad tidings
of “a palace of hollowed pearls in Jannah.” Imam Ibn Kathir said:
“This was because she never raised her voice over that of the
Prophet (Peace be upon him) and was never displeased with
him even for a day, and she never harmed in any way.”

And never forget that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said that
from the dwellers of Jannah is, “That woman, who when her
husband becomes angry — goes to him, placing her hand upon him,
and then saying, ‘I will not taste any sleep until you are pleased.””'®

A Note to my Brothers & Sisters in Marriage

I wish to conclude these two chapters with a beautiful hadith
of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) — which when acted upon,
would only bring clouds of bliss to rain upon comfort in your
marriage Inshallah. He (Peace be upon him), said:

« S8 Vs LU Y ta 25 Ve o CAE 5 Al taial y
Y 3 = Vi LB 5 GG A

“A believer loves and is loved. There is no goodness in the one, who
neither loves nor is loved.”""

148 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
14 Recorded by At-Tabrani and its narrators’ are those whose reports are accepted as sahih
10 Recorded by Ad-Dar Qutni and it is classed Sahih. Also see Jami As Sagheer
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The Mu’min with his Family & Guests

1. THE ONE WHOM ALLAH LOVES THE MOST
How very easy is to be the one whom Allah loves the most,
by following these words of the Prophet (Peace be upon him):

« G il Q5 & ) st Es Ty

“The slave whom Allah Ta’ala loves the most, is the one who is

most beneficial to his family.”"!

He, (Peace be upon him) has also said, “The best of you is he who is

»152

the best to his family, and I am the best to my family.

2. THE MOST EXCELLENT CHARITY

The next time you spend on your family for Allah’s sake, then
you should know that it’s the most excellent charity; for the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) has said:

« el B AR Sl A AR s sl

“The most excellent dinar (money in charity) is one that a person
»153

spends on his family.

3. HONORING GUESTS
Let none of us take lightly what the Messenger of Allah (Peace
be upon him) said about taking care of guests:

« 4l griﬁl.e fofﬁiﬂ C};Josj AL 28 0K 25 »

“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last day should honor his guests.”">*

51 Recorded by Ahmad and At-Tabrani — it is authentic. See Jami as-Sagheer
152 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Maajah and Ad-Darimi
15 Recorded by Muslim
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Parents & Children in the Mu’min’s Life ‘

J st S ase f1s 1) Blas] o2 dglys 86) V) 1,308 V) Bl o285 %
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tﬁat yOM 66 C[M‘L'#U[ to yourjoarents‘ ‘Jfone CH( tﬁem or EOtI:L Of tﬁem
attain O[d/ age n yOUT" ﬁfe, say not to tﬁem a WO?’C( Qf c[isresyect, nor

shout at them, but address them in terms of honor.” [17:23]

1. THE BEST
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

RS Gtk o bl

“The best of the people is a believer in the service of two noble
parents.”>
Kindness to parents has also been answered to be “the deed
most loved by Allah after Salat (which was answered first).”"
While the rights of the mother has also been told to be three
times more important than the father™’; it has been narrated
that “Allah’s pleasure lies in the pleasure of the father”™®. Al-
Bukhari also records, “and (of the) major sins after ascribing

partners to Allah is to “disobey parents.”

13* Recorded by Al-Bukhari

1> Recorded by At-Tabrani and Ahmad — it is authentic. See Jami As-Sagheer

16 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

157 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

158 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who also recorded that “The Father is the best gate of the gates
of Jannah.”
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2. BEING JUST & LOVING WITH CHILDREN

Justice and love for children has been ordered frequently by
the Prophet (Peace be upon him), who would even admonish
some parents for ill-treating their children. He also said:

« ;L:M;J\ SI5d sl ¢Mt‘ AR jl.e M Al 3 (.5.331}\ S 13 »

“Be just among your children, when it comes to giving to them. Were I

to prefer some children over some others, I would prefer girls.”"

3. THE HIGH-STATUS OF DAUGHTERS

That daughters are raised honorably, and not insulted,
oftended or preferred over the son; invites the glad-tidings of
the Prophet (Peace be upon him) who said:

°/ ol ~ Lo / onSs ot (- ° Sl (-° __ o7% <% 37 o -~ o
dedi Gle £ el il g T Wi b B 13 28
«iE & 4

“If anyone has a baby girl and he neither buries her alive, nor slights

her, nor prefers his son over her; then Allah because of her, will send

him to Jannah.”'®

4. THE PARENT OF DAUGHTERS IS WITH THE

PROPHET (Peace be upon him) IN JANNAH

How fortunate are the parents of daughters, for Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said:

« uu\.@_(u-\ A5 G VJ;S e JE 25 »

“If anyone brings up two girls — he and I will be together in_Jannah

like these two fingers; pointing with his two fingers.”'®'

15 Recorded by Al-Bayhaqi and At-Tabrani
10 Recorded by al-Hakim who said it is sahih
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The Mu’min is Best to his Companions

1. THE BEST

The one helping and benefitting others is the best amongst
all, as the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) has said:

0%

« uﬂu exa] JLJ\ = »

“The best amongst people is the one who benefits people the most.”'*

2. ALLAH WILL FULFILL YOUR NEEDS

A simple help that you render for your brother, could easily
help you in fulfilling your needs from this world or the next,
as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

« a8 B O cw-\ FEQESY u\fu,a »
“If anyone fulfills his brother's needs, Allah will fulfill his needs.”'®

3. IT1S BETTER THAN TEN YEARS OF IHTI’QAF
How great is this reward as the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:

JQP‘JJCWMU&P‘JIMWUKw‘deW;J‘»
((gj\zé@\&z.;u:\is/\él:\z;—f}}fc59\:15—:9%JU\U«4)4$%:}*5- & 35 25D

“That one goes out for a brother’s need, is better than ten years of

Ihti’qaf. And the one who observes Ihti’qaf of one day for Allah’s sake
— three ditches are placed between him and the Hell-fire. Each ditch is

wider than the distance between the world and the heavens.”'**

11 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan

12 Recorded by At-Tabrani and Ad-Dar Qutni — It is classed sahih

1 Recorded By Al-Bukhari , Muslim and Abu Dawud

16 Recorded by At-Tabrani and its chain is reliable. Also see Al-Haithami & Al-Hakim



78 ‘ MINHAJ-UL MU’MIN -The Way of the Believer

4. THE PRAYER OF SEVENTY THOUSAND ANGELS
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

zZ
o4 7

° ot g 7 /.%{ o, R 5/ " o _ o R _
OljcMé};ﬂxd\u@&ﬁyﬂgd&wéﬁwwb»
« &\g&}ﬂé\%@ffé&e)&&féw’? ae Loy Zaz e

“When a Muslim visits a sick Muslim at dawn, seventy thousand
angels keep on praying for him till dusk. If he visits him in the
evening, seventy thousand angels keep on praying for him till the
morning; and he will have (his share of) reaped fruits in Jannah.”'®

It has been narrated that “Whosoever visits an ailing person or a
brother of his to seek the Pleasure of Allah, an announcer (angel) calls
out: ‘May you be happy, may your walking be blessed, and may you
be awarded a dignified position in_Jannah’”.'®

5. THE MOST SUPERIOR DEED
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:

«I a5 08 Ll it it AT BB s 3 8T QU all

“The Most Superior deed is to bring happiness to Your Muslim
brother; or to pay his debt for him, or to feed him some bread.”**’

Abu Dawud also records a hadith that “If any Muslim clothes a
Muslim when he is bare, Allah will clothe him with the green
garments of Jannah; If any Muslim feeds a Muslim when he is
hungry, Allah will feed him with the fruits of Jannah; If any Muslim

gives any Muslim a drink when he is thirsty, Allah ‘Azza wa Jall will
give him drink from Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhthum.”

1 Recorded by At —Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
16 Recorded by Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
17 Recorded Ibn Abi-Dunya and Al-Bayhaqi — it is authentic. See Jami As-Sagheer
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And helping your brother in his distress also is a means of
reward, for the Prophet (Peace be upon him said): “No believer
comforts his brother in distress, except that Allah clothes him with a
dress of nobility on the Day of Resurrection.”'*To follow funerals

is also the right (of the deceased) upon another Muslim.”'*”

6. THE CLOSEST TO ALLAH
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:
« edEy 341k s JES L A 15T &y
“Truly, of all the people worthier to be close to Allah Ta’ala is the one
who offers Salam first.”'"°

As-Salam 1s 2 name amongst the names of Allah, which He
has sent down to this world."”! He, (Peace be upon him) has
said, “Spread Salam so you may be raised high.”'”> To reciprocate
As-Salam is also a right of a Muslim upon another Muslim.'”

7. A MUSLIM IS ABROTHER TO ANOTHER MUSLIM
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:

o, A £, . 2 > o)/‘/;
Cawid $2 G asY &2 £5 5050 2eg Yy

“No one of you becomes a true believer until he likes for his brother

what he likes for himself.”'"*

The ‘Ulama mention that all of the woes and problems of this

world will perish should these Prophetic words be followed.

18 Recorded by Ibn Maajah

1 Recorded by Al-Bukhari

170 Recorded by Abu Dawud

"1 Recorded by At-Tabrani and Al-Bazzar. See At-Targeeb

172 Recorded by At-Tabrani and Al-Haithami in Majma uz-Zawaid — it is classed hasan
17 Recorded by Al-Bukhari

17* Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
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A Muslim also takes care of his brother, for “A Muslim is a
brother of (another) Muslim, he neither wrongs him nor does he hand

him over to one who does him wrong.”'"”

We have also been urged to put in a word for our brothers by
saying, “If you make intercession for him, you will be rewarded”'’®

8. THE MU’MIN IS GRACIOUS TO HIS NEIGHBOR
A Mu’min does not forget what the Messenger of Allah (Peace
be upon him) said about neighbors:
Cope Q) el 2 VT 3dls SL 2B O 0 >
“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last day should do good to his
neighbor”"”’
9. THE MU’MIN IS TRUSTWORTHY
Our Deen has given immense significance to Amaanah or
trust, wherein our Prophet (Peace be upon him) himself was
known to be Al-Ameen or the trustworthy. Anas bin Malik
(May Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Prophet (Peace

be upon him) addressed us and said in a sermon:
«IEY 3d Vs (Ul Y 2 ol Yy

“He has no Iman who is not trustworthy and he has no Deen who

does not keep his promises.”'”

And remember, our “Deen is nasecha”” or sincerity “toward

Allah, His Book, His Messenger, leaders of the Muslims and to their

p€0pl€. 1180

17> Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim

176 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim

7 Recorded by Muslim

178 Recorded by Ibn-Hibban in Kitabul Iman — it is classed sahih
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10. THE MU’MIN IS FORGIVING
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:

« aE) ag Grre o W60 Grie Kles JU Ay

“The one who forgives the faults of a Muslim, Allah will forgive his
faults on the Day of Resurrection.”'™

It is narrated that when Musa (Upon him be peace) asked Allah,
“Who was the most revered slave to Him?” He, ‘Azza wa Jall

said: “The one who forgives, despite being able to avenge.”'™

Dear brothers and sisters, don’t you love for Allah to forgive
your faults, and what would our fates be should He not?
And Imam Ibnul Arabi would say: “Forgetting the harms
caused by the brothers, causes your love of them to persist.”

11. THE MU’MIN DOESN’T STOP HIS CHARITY
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:

B C el 3 b
Bl Boraa 257y

1183

“Every good deed is charity
We have read before that a date given for the sake of Allah, could

save us from Hell or add to our good deeds as a mountain. The
Prophet (Peace be upon him) has also said: “Do not think little of any
good deed, even meeting your brother with a cheerful face.”'™And always
remember, that your smile for a brother is also a Sadagah.'®

17 Recorded by Muslim

180 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
181 Recorded by Ibn-Hibban and it is classed sahih
182 Recorded by Al-Bayhagqi in Shu’bul Iman

'8 Recorded by Al-Bukhari

184 Recorded by Muslim

1% Recorded by Tirmidhi and it is hasan
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'THE MU’MIN IS
STEADFAST
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The Mu’min in Grief

“I am really very sad and my heart cries out in pain. And all those I

knew left me when I needed them the most. I don’t know what to do.”

Remember dear Brother or Sister in Iman,
1. RELATE YOUR GRIEF TO ALLAH

When Prophet Ya’qub (Upon him be peace) was gripped with
immense distress, he relates his sorrow to Allah with these

words:
A a3s & Sy

“7 only complain of my grief and sorrow to Allah”
Yy comp Yy
[12: 86]

2. HE 1S ALWAYS THERE FOR YOU

Even if people have caused you pain and deserted you, don’t
think even for an instant that You are all alone. You should
know that your Lord is always there for you and loves you.
Neither has He left you, nor does he hate you. He says unto
you just as He said to His Prophet (Peace be upon him) in Surah
Ad-Duha when he was greatly aggrieved:

4 8 s Sy Jesy 3
“Your Lord (O Muhammad) has neither forsaﬁen you nor hates
you.” [93: 3]
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3. HE KNOWS YOUR GRIEF & HE PRESCRIBES THE WAY

Your Creator is Aleem, The All-Knower, Who knows the state
of your heart, and that He has revealed verses of consolation
to His Prophet (Peace be upon him) which are for You:
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“And We know that your heart fee[s distressed for what tﬁey say”
[15: 97]

And Allah Says in the next verse,

{ Gl o (55 8y 3 b b
“So g(m@'@ the ymises of your Lord and be amonyg those who
prostrate.” [15: 98]

The Dhikr of Allah

The dhikr of Allah will comfort your heart and bring solace to
it — as He, Subhanahu wa Ta’ala says:

4ol ks A S5 Ty
“\/erify, in the remembrance qf Allah do hearts fincf rest.”[13: 28]

Sheikh Ali Abdur-Rahman Al-Hudhaifi, the Imam of Masjid-
un-Nabawi said, “Among the rewards of remembrance of
Allah i1s that it makes one love Allah, increases him in faith,
makes his affairs easy, and protects him from the tricks and

evil doings of Satan.”
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4. HE WILL ANSWER YOUR PLEA

Allah Says,
% Q\C \/ i\:\x oj,cbg./uo- wjﬁdbyéb\ﬂ;v“u \;;f

“And when My slaves ask you (0 Muhammad) concerning ‘Me,
then (cmswer tﬁem), 7 am indeed near. 1 resyoncf to the

invocations qf the suyjo[icant when he calls on Me.” [2: 186]

Imam Fuzayl bin ‘Iyadh said:

“If you lose hope in all people and you do not ask anything
from them, your Lord will give you all that you want.”

5. AND NEVER GIVE-UP ON THE MOST MERCIFUL
Allah Says:

4 5a80 358 Y] A @quﬂby A 755 b psls Y5 %
“And never give up fw}?e of Allah's ‘Mercy. Cermin[y no one cfesyairs
qf Allah’s ‘Mercy, except the yeoy(e who disbelieve.” [12:87]

So never give up on Allah’s mercy dear brother or sister, for
you are not the one who disbelieves in Him. Know that your
calling upon Allah will bring the best for you, even if this
period may seem long, as the Messenger of Allah (Peace be
upon him) has said:

\
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“There is not a Muslim on this world who makes D’ua to Allah,
Ta’ala except that Allah grants what is asked for; or some trouble is
diverted from him equal to his prayer; or a reward is preserved for him
(in the hereafter) until he prays for something sinful or for breaking

relations.”

Upon hearing this, a companion said: “Then we shall
supplicate to Allah more often”, for which the Prophet (Peace
be upon him) replied:

« ST »

“Allah can give you even more (than you think).”'™

To this effect, there appears a narration on the authority of
Jabir, which says:

“When Allah will grant a slave heaps of rewards in the hereafter in
return for supplications that were apparently not answered in the
world, he will say: ‘Alas! (how I wish) none of my supplications were
answered in the world (so I was rewarded for all of them here).'®’

So do not despair but rejoice my dear brother or sister with
the Prophet’s (Peace be upon him) words: “Allah can give you even
more than you think.”

1% Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan sahih and by Al-Hakim who said it is
sahih. A similar version is recorded by Ahmad.

187 Recorded by Al-Hakim in Mustadrak. Also, Al-Jami as-Sagheer min Hadeeth
al-Basheer an-Nadheer lists something very close.
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The Mu’min is Enduring

“I am the only one who knows the calamity that has befallen me.

No one can even imagine what I'm going through.”

Remember dear Brother or Sister in Iman,
1. THIS LIFEIS A TEST
Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala Says,
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“And certain[y, We shall test you with sometﬁing qf fear, ﬁunger,

[oss qf wealth, (ives and fruits, but gi\/e g[ad’ tid’ings to the
patient.” [2: 155]

So dear brother or sister in Iman, remember that this life is a
test — for the hereafter is indeed forever. And should you
patiently bear without grumbling, only for Allah’s sake; then
He promises you tremendous rewards as it happened with

Umm Salamah about which we will read further on.
2. THE REWARDS OF PATIENCE
Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala says:
e SO RN FAE R
“On[y those who are yatient shall receive their reward in fu[[,

without rechning.” [39: 10]
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Imam Sulayman ibn Qasim said that the reward of every deed
is known, except for the reward of patience, which will be like
heavy rain. Imam Ahmad said: “Allah has mentioned patience
in the Qur’an in ninety places.”'®*This highlights the immense
significance that has been given to patience.

And Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) narrates',
“I heard the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) saying,
‘When a person suffers from a calamity and utters:

2 ~
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To Allah we belong and to Him is our return. O Allah! Compensate
me in my affliction, recompense my loss and give me something better

in exchange for it.

Then Allah surely compensates him with reward and better
substitute.”” Umm Salamah (May Allah be pleased with her) said:
“When Abu Salamah died, I repeated the same supplication as
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) had commanded
me; So Allah then bestowed upon me the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him as a husband) better than him.

It is believed that she was initially reluctant to bring herself to
say “and replace it with something which is better” because she
thought, “Who could be better than Abu Salamah?” Allah
soon answered her supplication by marrying her to the best —
His Prophet (Peace be upon him).

Let all of us remember this Du’a, that the grace and blessings
of Allah ‘Azza wa Jall be upon us always.

188 See Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah’s “Uddat As-Sabireen wa Dhakirat”
1% Recorded by Muslim
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3. THE CAUSE FOR EXPIATION OF SINS

The Prophet’s (Peace be upon him) words will come as great

delight for you:

2 V5 3 Ys U Y5 iR Vs ey V5 0 i e ptll Ll oy
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“Never a believer is stricken with a discomfort, an illness, an anxiety, a

grief or mental worry or even the pricking of a thorn but Allah will

expiate his sins in lieu of it.”"”

4. BUT PATIENCE IS AT THE FIRST STRIKE...

Anas narrated that The Prophet (Peace be upon him) passed by
a woman, who was crying over her son and said,

« (Spols A u_;ﬁ\ »
“Fear Allah and be patient.”

She said, “Away from me! My calamity has not befallen you
and you are not aware of it.” The woman was later told that it
was the Prophet (Peace be upon him who had advised). She
came to his door where she found no doorkeeper. She said,
“(Iam sorry) I did not know you.”

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,
« Q;Y\ {\,SJ.faS\ :\“/9 j.‘;fa_l\ L/,?\ »

“Indeed, true patience is with the first shock.”™"

0 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
1 Recorded by Al-Bukhari, Muslim, Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai
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5.... AND JANNAH WILL BE YOURS
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

a1 asliall B ety oo By sl ) QW 0ok
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“Allah, the Most High Says: ‘Son of Adam! If you bear the first
affliction patiently for recompense, I will not agree for you a reward

less than Jannah.””'”

So my dear brother or sister in Islam, know that a strong
believer will be favored greatly by Allah, therefore let not
your calamities aggrieve you. Imam Ibn Taymiyyah would
say: “A calamity that makes you turn to Allah is better for you,
than a blessing which makes you forget the remembrance of
Allah.” Perhaps that is the reason Imam Al-Haram, Sheikh
Sa’ud Ash-Shuraim said, “Pain (affliction) is often, a

disguised atonement from Allah.”

And dear believer, never forget Allah Ta’ala’s promise which
he repeats twice in Surah Al-Inshirah for you:

{1 g sy
“\/em’[y, afong with every ﬁard:sﬁ@’p is re[i’ef 7

PEERITE

“\/eri[y, a[ong with every ﬁarcﬁsﬁ}’p is ’refief.” [94: 4 and 5]

12 Recorded by Ibn Maajah and it is classed hasan
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The Mu’min Returns to His Lord

“I have done some very-very bad things.
I don’t know if I will be even forgiven.”

My Dear Brother or Sister,
Remember what your Prophet (Peace be upon him)said:'”

yﬁu\ﬁ;&ﬁﬁf“ 53\*9\’&& \-‘é\-:jf\-“é'::::\w\\.»»
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“I would not take the whole world and its bounties for this verse:
‘Say: ‘O My slaves who have tmnsgresse&[ against themselves (Ey
committing evil deeds and sins)! Despair not qf the ‘Mercy qf
Allah, vem’[y Allah forgives all sins. T m[y, He is Oﬁ-CForgiving,
Most ‘Mercffu[. 7 [39:53]

This verse was revealed when some pagans who had
committed terrible sins had approached the Messenger of
Allah (Peace be upon him) asking him if their sins too could be
atoned. So my dear brother or sister, never despair from the
mercy of Allah for w-h-a-t-e-v-e-r sin that may have been
done. Your Lord will forgive you no matter what it was. And
know that your Lord only wants you to “return” to Him-and

that’s what “tawbah” translates into.

So Listen to Him in your Prophet’s (Peace be upon him)words:

1% Recorded by Ahmad
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“Allah, the Exalted, has said: ‘O son of Adam! I shall go on forgiving
you so long as you pray to Me and aspire for My forgiveness whatever
may be your sins. O son of Adam! I do not care even if your sins
should pile up to the sky and should you beg pardon of Me, I would
forgive you. O son of Adam! If you come to Me with an earthful of
sins and meet Me, not associating anything with Me in worship, I will

match it with an earthful of forgiveness.””**

1. ALLAH IS OVERJOYED WHEN YOU RETURN TO HIM

Dear Brother or Sister, know that your Rabb loves you more
than you can imagine. A woman was seen running and
searching for her child. And whenever she saw a child, she
would take hold of it, press it against her belly and give it a

suck. The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said concerning her to
his Sahabah:

« By oda 2 olis 4551 40 »

“Allah is more compassionate to his slave than

this woman is to her child.”'”

And Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar relates that, “After continuous search, she
finally found her baby. She took the baby and hugged him.”

1% Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
1> Recorded by Al-Bukhari



93 | MINHAJ-UL MU’MIN -The Way of the Believer

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) also said:

« 3 o)l @ Aol Wy opmr Lo Laio S0 2 oz a3h 2530 8y
“Verily, Allah is more delighted with the repentance of His slave
than a person who lost his camel in a desert land and then finds it

» 196

(unexpectedly)”.

So know my brother or sister, all you have to do is to return
to Him by asking Him forgiveness and thereafter be steady on
that promise of abstention.

2. THE BEST FOR SEEKING FORGIVENESS
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him)has said,
“The best supplication for seeking forgiveness is to say:
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‘Allahumma Anta Rabbi, la ilaha illa Anta, khalaqtani wa ana
‘abduka, wa ana ‘ala ‘ahdika wa wa’dika mastata’tu, a’udhu bika

min sharri ma sana’tu, abu’u laka bini’matika ‘alayya, wa abu’u

bidhanbi faghfir li, fa innahu la yaghfirudh-dhunuba illa Anta.””

He who supplicates in these terms during the day with firm belief in it
and dies on the same day, he will be one of the dwellers of Jannah; and
if anyone supplicates in these terms during the night with firm belief in
it and dies before the morning, he will be one of the dwellers of

_]df’lf/ldh.” 197

1% Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
7O Allah! You are my Rabb. There is None worthy of worship except You. You have
created me, and I am Your slave, and I hold to Your Covenant as far as I can. I seek
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The Perfect Mu’min **

A BELIEVER NOT ONLY FOLLOWS the fard acts of Deen, but he
is also the one whose faith is unshakeable and whose reliance
on Allah is complete. The more problems he faces, the more

his faith becomes strong.

He could pray, and may see that his prayers are not being
answered; yet he does not change, because he knows that he
is owned by his Lord Who knows what is best for him.

A strong faith opens in strong hardships.

Yahya (Upon him be peace), son of Zakariyya (Upon him be
peace), is an excellent example for a Mu'min. He was even
killed by a tyrant king; yet, the Prophet remained patient with
his Lord’s decree. Allah ‘Azza wa Jall says in the Qur’an:

J . gt o}o. . B }0 //01 \5/ o}::/}o/.// §\7
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“And surefy, We shall try you until We test those who strive hard

and the _patient ones” [47: 31]

Similarly all the Prophets and the believers were tested from
Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala. Y2’ qub (Upon him be peace) cried
for eighty years when his son Yusuf (Upon him be peace), was

gone.

refuge in You from the evil of what I have done. I acknowledge the favours that You
have bestowed upon me, and I confess my sins. Pardon me, for none but You has the

power to pardon
8 Amended from Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah’s “The Perfect Believer”
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But, he never gave up; all he said when his other son was

gone too was:
(& o g B0 52 )
“May be Allah will Em’ng them (back) all to me” [12: 83]

Musa (Upon him be peace) prayed against Firdwn, who killed
children and magicians for 40 years before he was answered.

It 1s in such situations when the faith of a believer is seen, and
not just in fard acts. So when we believe in Allah and are
tested from Allah, this test should only increase our
submission and pleasure, and not otherwise. And that is the
explanation of the meaning of Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala

words,
§ &5 9035 we A LS"J%’
“Allah is Ja[easecf with them” [5: 119]

Imam Hasan Al-Basri said: “People are the same in health but
when hardship befalls them, they show ditference.”

Remember O Believers,

We cannot afford to make do without steadfastness in our
Iman, as Imam Ibn Taymiyyah said, “Deeds of the hearts, like
loving Allah, worshipping Him with sincerity, thanking Him
for His favors, bearing His decisions with patience, fearing
Him and hoping for what is with Him are all part of the

foundations and pillars of the religion.”
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THE MU’MIN IS
CHASTE
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The Mu’min’s Chastity is Undefiled ‘

ﬁ&lv}éjﬂthrf}fﬁwﬁr’b\@‘ WW)‘UJ"
{ 5B ks Ba)lal s pbil skl (55 0055 St

“Tell the Eefieving men to lower their gaze gﬁ’om [ooéing at
forﬁicfcfen tﬁings), and protect their private parts. That is purer
for them. Vem’[y, Allah is All-Aware of what tﬁey do. And tell the
Eeﬁeving women to lower their gaze grom [ooﬁing at forﬁicfcfen

tﬁings), and protect their private parts.” [24:30-31]

1. DON’T FOLLOW UPON THE FIRST

Allah ‘Azza wa Jall has prescribed for us a Deen, wherein He
has commanded us in His infinite wisdom, to guard ourselves
from faahishaa.' Jarir bin ‘Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with
him) said: I asked the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him)
about the accidental glance (upon a woman not allowed to
look at) and he ordered:

« a5 B3 oly

“Turn your eyes away.”*"

A believer knows that acting upon these words of the Prophet
(Peace be upon him), is what protects “our” women in our
absence. In return, they also check the looker’s thoughts
before they get the better of him.

% All that is sinful, shameful, lustful, promiscuous, evil, etc.
*Recorded by Muslim
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2. THE EYE INDULGES IN SIN
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said,
« LY Lﬁi\i; O »
“The zina of the eye is the (lustful) look.”*"!

There remains a severe torment in store for those who
indulge in illicit sex. And should the eye engage in the same,
then it too would meet...

3. THE FATE OF THOSE WHO TRESPASS
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said in a longer narration,

“...and so we set out and came to something like a hole like an oven;
with a narrow top and wide bottom, and the fire was kindling
underneath that hole. He said, ‘We looked inside, and there were
naked men and women and there would rise up fire from beneath

them and when it reached them, they screamed, and I said, Who are
these (people) O Jibreel?’, He said, “These are the fornicators.””*"

May Allah save us all of us from being even close to such

torment — Ameen

4. NOT A BELIEVER
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said,
« 3t 329 g G g g Y

“When the fornicator is committing fornication, he is not a believer.”**
)

And when he is not a believer what could his torment be
should he or she meet his or her end while at it?

1 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
202 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
20 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim, and it is the same for the one who drinks alcohol
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BUT THE ONE WHO REMAINS CHASTE
WILL HAVE A “TREMENDOUS” REWARD

Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala Says:

“But as for him who fearec[ stand’ing ngore his Lord, and
restrained ﬁimse[f from imjoure evil desires, and [usts.

Veri[y, Jannah will be his abode.” [79:40-41]

1. THE FIRST TO ENTER JANNAH
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said that the first
three to enter Jannah were shown to him, and one of them

was “... a Muta’affif or a chaste person.”*"

2. ALLAH WILL GIVE YOU BETTER THAN THAT

Yes! Whatever that you have left for the sake of Allah, then
Allah the Most High, will give you that which is much more
better, for the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) has said:

R 4
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“Whosoever leaves something for the sake of Allah; then Allah, will

replace it with something better than it.”*”

2% Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and it is classed hasan. Also see Jami’ Al-Usool attributed to
Ahmad and al-Bayhagi
2> Recorded by Ahmad, Al-Marwazee and An-Nasai — It is classed sahih
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3. A MASSIVE REWARD
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) has said,

« {3@\ V‘BC‘ g\j;.-\ vlzf« u\ »

“Verily the greatness of reward is relative to the greatness of affliction.” "

So know O believers, the greater your patience and
steadfastness in the face of restraint, then greater will be
Allah’s reward that’s in store for you. How great? The one who

restrains will knows the answer!

4. YOU WILL BE FROM ALLAH’S “CHOSEN SLAVES”

And nothing will equal that! The one who keeps his chastity
from faahishaa, will be Inshallah reckoned from the “chosen
slaves” of Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala. For the Most High
describes Yusuf (Upon him be Peace) with the same, who

turned to Him upon seduction from the Ruler’s wife:

“Thus it was, that We migﬁt turn away from him evil and i[fega[

sexual intercourse. Sure[y, he was one qf Our chosen, @uicﬂed)

slaves.” [12:24]

“So the next time you are fempted to turn back at that
beautiful face, remember Allah’s promises for You.”

206 Recorded by Ibn Maajah and At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
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THE MU’MIN
BUSINESSMAN
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The Mu’min’s Way of Profit

1. THE HONEST BUSINESSMAN’S REWARD
When a Muslim businessman observes truthfulness in his
trading and financial transactions, then he deserves the glad
tidings of Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) who said,
« Vgl GBazally G i Gy G3iial 50y
“A truthful and trustworthy businessman will be among the Prophets,
the Siddigeen (the foremost in the truth), and the Martyrs.”*"”

2. NO GREATER PROFIT-MARGIN THAN THIS:
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said, “Whoever enters a market
and says (the following), Allah will record for him million virtues,

and erase a million sins, and raises his status by a million ranks.”*"
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“Laa Ilaaha illallahu wah dahoo laa shareekalahu, lahul mulku
walahul Hamdu, yuhyee wa yu meethu, wahuwa hayyul laa yamootu

2209

biyadihil khairu wahuwa ‘alaa kulli shayy in Qadeer.

People are often concerned that their work keeps them from doing
Allah’s dhikr. But rejoice O my people at work, for this hadith ensures
that the rest will have to catch up with You, in terms of rewards.

27 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan

28 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Maajah — It is classed hasan

29 “There is None worthy of worship besides Allah, Who is Alone and has no partner.
His is the Kingdom, and to Him is all praise. He gives life and causes death. He is the
Ever-Living and Eternal. In His hands is all good, and He has power over all things.”
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3. BE THE BEST
As the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said,

« 225 rﬁiiw-\ éu 5y

“The best of you is the one who is best in repaying his debts.”*'’

To this effect, we have been ordered to, “Pay the labourer his

wages before his sweat dries.”*"!

4. DU’A FOR REPAYING DEBTS

Abu Dawud records that Abu Umamah (May Allah be pleased
with him) mentioned to the Prophet (Peace be upon him) that he
was surrounded with tensions because of his debts. The
Prophet (Peace be upon him) said, “Shall I not teach you those
words by saying which Allah will remove your tensions and pay your
debts?” He said: “Yes, please tell me, O Messenger of Allah!”
He (Peace be upon him) said: “Say in the morning and evening:
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“Allahumma innee A’oodhubika minal hammi wal hazani, wa
a’oodhubika minal ‘Ajzi wal kasali, wa a’oodhubika minal bukhli wal
Jjubni, wa a’oodhubika min ghalabatid-dayni wa qahrir-rijaal.”*"

Abu Umamah (May Allah be pleased with him) says, “So 1 did that,
and indeed Allah removed my tensions and cleared all my debts.”

210 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

1! Recorded by Ibn Maajah

212°0 Allah I seek refuge in You from worry and grief, I seek refuge in You from
hopelessness and laziness, I seek refuge in You from miserliness and cowardice, and I
seek refuge in You from overwhelming debt and from the oppression of men.”
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5. THE BELIEVER DOES NOT DEAL WITH INTEREST
Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala warns us in Surah Al-Bagara,
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“O you who believe! Be afmicf cf Allah and give up what remains
from Riba (usury-ilnterest), 1f you are believers. And 1f you do not
do it, then take a notice of wayr from Allah and His ‘Messenger"’
[2: 278, 279]

6. THE CURSE OF THE PROPHET

(45555 6 STt sy 40
“The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) cursed the one who

? 2%and the one who records it,

»214

accepts usury and the one who pays it.
and the two persons who stand witness to it.

We have to understand that transactions based on usury
(interest) could be clouded in different names. Therefore, it
becomes all the more important that we exercise care in our
monetary dealings. And sufticient for us is Allah’s warning in

this regard!

Our Deen commends bread earners for the role they play in
raising the family — as Umar (May Allah be pleased with him)
said, “I would like to breathe my last, only if I am buying for
my family or trading.” This however is only true for those,

whose sustenance comes from a halal source of income.

21 Recorded by Muslim
1% Recorded by At-Tirmidhi
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THE MU’MIN
TURNS AWAY FROM
AL-LAGHW 3>

21> i.e. dirty, false, evil, vain talk, falsehood, and all that Allah has forbidden
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The Mu’min doesn’t indulge in Evil

1. THE MOST EXCELLENT BELIEVER

When the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) was asked:
“Who is the most excellent among the Muslims?” He said,

«oig sled e Osdho ) Al By

“One from whose tongue and hands the other Muslims are secure.”*'®

The believer knows that he ought to take care of his words
and actions, should he hope to become the most excellent

one. And the Prophet (Peace be upon him) has said:
« i Yg ¢ gl Y3 o gLiIJ\ NRINHAL 2edl d »

“A true believer does not taunt or curse or abuse or talk indecently.”*"

2. THE BELIEVER HAS GOOD OPINION OF OTHERS
A believer is good mannered and does not think little of

others, and nor does he slight them; for the Messenger of
Allah (Peace be upon him) who said,

el als T 532 O 52 6a () i »
“It is enough evil for a Muslim to look down upon his (Muslim)
brother.”*'®

To this effect Imam Ibn Mazin said, “The believer seeks
excuses for his brothers, while the hypocrite seeks out their

faults.”

216 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
217 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
218 Recorded by Muslim
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3. THE BELIEVER IS NOT ENVIOUS
The believer does not allow his good deeds to be lost and
follows the words of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) who said:

« ok 3 T WS oted 8T dad 3§93&$5;}§61»

“Beware of envy because envy consumes (destroys) the virtues just as

the fire consumes the firewood,” or he said “grass.”*"

4. THE BELIEVER DOES NOT RECALL HIS FAVORS

Reminding others of favors done, invites Allah’s punishment,
for the Prophet (Peace be upon him) observed: “There are three
(types of) people to whom Allah will neither speak on the Day of
Resurrection nor look at them, nor purify them, and they will have a
painful chastisement.” The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon
him) repeated it three times. And one of them is “ A Mannan

or the one who recounts of his favours done to another.”**

5. THE BELIEVER IS NOT ARROGANT

The believer does not allow any vice to come between him
and Jannah; not even his pride, for the Messenger of Allah
(Peace be upon him) said,

< 4 ~/~? a{' ., < z [~ ./oé/o . °/
« S Ge 83 JUke od3 3 O 05 AR - Y
“The one who has even a speck of pride will not enter Jannah.”**!
p p

The believer is careful from being haughty, for he knows that

29222

the arrogant are from “the people of the Hell-fire.

219 Recorded by Abu Dawud
20 Recorded by Muslim
21 Recorded by Muslim
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6. THE BELIEVER IS NOT ILL-WISHING
A believer does not wish ill for others, remembering the

Prophet’s (Peace be upon him) admonishment in this regard:
% Zo. . A Lo N % . % < /&. °-i‘.
« S W G0 Gl BLE) (5 Yy

“Do not express pleasure at the misfortune of a (Muslim) brother lest
Allah should bestow mercy upon him and make you suffer from a

misfortune.”*>

And a believer is not double-faced with people, as the two-

faced, “will have two tongues of fire on Youmal Qiyamah”***

7. THE BELIEVER TURNS AWAY FROM NIFAQ
A believer is fearful of nifag or hypocrisy just as the Sahabah
(May Allah be pleased with them) strived to stay away from it.
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) who said,

20 4 do < S e f - z P N L 3 -
« O 55155 ¢ Cal&l deg 13)p ¢ SdST&as 13 0 MW gLl &1 »

“There are three signs of a hypocrite: When he speaks, he lies, when he

makes a promise, he breaks it, and when he is trusted, he betrays his trust.”*>

There exist many punishments for the one who engages his
tongue in lies and falsehood. Also, when a man tells a lie, the
angels move a mile away from him due to the foul odor that
he comes with.*

Imam Sufyan At-Thawri said, “Do not make a promise to
your brother and then break it, so that love turns to hate.”

222 Recorded by Al-Bukhari

>3 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
2% Recorded by Abu Dawud

22> Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim

226 Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
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The Mu’min does not Backbite

¢0& \;s?- ) BS 403\ 6!«
“And backbite not one another. Would one of you [ike to eat the ffesﬁ
of his dead brother? You would hate it (so hate Bacﬁﬁiting). And fear

Allah. Verify, Allah is the One Who forgi\/es and accepts repentance,
‘Most ﬂ\/[ercg’fu[ 7 [49:12]

1. THE BACKBITER IS PUNISHED IN THE GRAVE

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) passed by two
graves and said, “Both of them are being tortured, and they are not
being tortured for a cardinal sin. But indeed they are great sins. One of
them used not to save himself from being soiled with his urine,

« 4% e g Y BSCERERN Gy »

And the other one used to go about with calumnies.”**’

2. ALL HIS GOOD DEEDS WILL BE TAKEN AWAY
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

“Whoever has done a wrong affecting his brother’s honor or something
else, he must ask that one forgiveness now, before that Day comes when
he will have neither Dinar nor Dirham. If he has any good deeds, then
they will be deducted equal to his wrong doings; and if he has no good

deeds, then the sins of the wronged will be taken and put on him.”**®

27 Recorded by al-Bukhari and Muslim
228 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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Of the innumerable beauties of our Deen is that it protects
our honor in our absence, even in the wrong. And when a
man said to Imam Hasan Al-Basri: “You have gossiped about
me. He (the Imam) said: “You have not reached such a

'”

position that you can control my Hasanat (or good deeds)

3. HE 1S PUNISHED SEVERELY THEREAFTER
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

“During the Mi’raj (the Night of Ascension), I saw a group of people
who were scratching their chests and faces with their copper nails. I
asked, Who are these people, O Jibril? Jibril replied:

« ("é‘z”‘}‘j 3 Ogrd33 ¢ u»‘-fj\ @i C)ji}ft &,Uu\ $NEa »
“These are the people who ate flesh of others (by backbiting) and

trampled people's honour.”**

4. AND WHAT IS BACKBITING?
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

«ESG g At S

“Backbiting is talking about your (Muslim) brother in a manner

which he dislikes.”

They said: “What if my (Muslim) brother is as I say.” He
(Peace be upon him) said, “If he is actually as you say, then that is

backbiting; but if that is not in him, that is slandering.”*"

So severe is backbiting that some of the Tabi’een would say: “The
Sahabah considered abstaining from backbiting as a great form

of worship too, just as Salah and fasting were forms of worship.”

2% Recorded by Abu Dawud
20 Recorded by Muslim
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The Mu’min Stays away from Riya

1. THE SHOW OF DEEN IS THE WORST!
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said,

Jas °i/5\}i ERWs) :jﬁj ‘ 5}5\ Jas °z/5\}.§ 6\.& &25 ¢ 13}&\ Jas °Z/§\}5 ;La/ &2 »
« s

“Anyone who offers Salat (prayer) for show has undoubtedly done
Shirk; and anyone who fasts for show has undoubtedly done Shirk;

and anyone who gives Sadaqah (charity and alms) for show has
undoubtedly done Shirk.”>"

The believer knows that Allah forgives every sin except Shirk
and disbelief, if he passed away before repentance. Therefore,
he does not intend praise or commendation of people for his
Salat, or for being generous to the poor. Therefore those who
have engaged in Riya or display, are required to seck
forgiveness from Allah ‘Azza wa Jall and refrain from doing so

anymore. Surely, He is Ghafoor or the Forgiving One.

Imam Sufyan At-Thawri would say: “When good deeds are
practised, the Angel records these in the Record of Goodness.
When people speak about their good deeds, the Angel records
the deeds in the Record of Riya (show and display).”And
Imam Ibrahim Al-Taymi would say: “A person sincere to

God hides his good deeds as much as he hides his bad deeds.”

> Recorded by Ahmad
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So never forget, “Indeed, actions are upon intentions.”>>

The Mu’min’s Sense of Fashion

1. KNOw WHOM YOU’RE COPYING
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

° < <« ///~: 7
« V.@.a’}é_e@m FWCRIRIV N

“The one who copies any people is one of them.”>>

This hadith comes as delightful news to brothers and sisters
who follow the way of Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him);
and at the same time, comes as warning for those who copy
disbelievers and say “that style’s hot”. And this couldn’t be more
evident in matters of appearance and attitude. Thus, one
could choose to copy a film celebrity and hope to be with him
or her, or one could follow the Prophet (Peace be upon him),
and be of those who are with him.

2. ACCURSED ARE THOSE COPYING THE OPPOSITE SEX

(I sl e olgridlly sledl Jg G Gngs3l s 64)

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) cursed men who copy

women and cursed women who copy men.>>*

One must take 2 moment to reflect on how much of our
behavior and appearance resembles the other sex. These

22 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
23 Recorded by Abu Dawud and Ibn Hibban classed it sahih
% Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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Prophetic words also bring in its fold those people who put
on the attitude of the opposite sex.

And in matters of clothing, this has become all the more
important when the line between the two has been blurred
with accessories and labels like “unisex” and “the right fit”. This
is not something to be shrugged off lightly, for it invites the
curse of Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him).

3. OBSCENITY
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

€ 35 Jpm ) a0 O »
“Indeed Allah hates the indecent and the obscene.”*>

Indecency and obscenity refers to both speech and action. No
one would dare to be hated by Allah ‘Azza wa Jall, would
they? Then why continue the obscenity in clothing?

For Men

1. WEARING A BEARD
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:

« 654)\ \Jﬁ.c\j Cg)}fﬁ\ \sz;-f ‘ M\ Mji}\.;- »
“Be different from the polytheists: trim the mustache and leave the
poty

beard.””° And in the version of hadith recorded by Muslim:
“...allow the beard to grow fully.”

2> Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is sahih
6 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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Dear brother in Iman, know that we are to differ from them
by allowing our beards to grow. And sufficient are the
Prophet’s (Peace be upon him) words that:

2 o -
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“Whoever turns away from my Sunnah does not belong to me.”’

2. HAIRSTYLES
(Q}@‘Q“&‘Jﬁjé)

The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) forbade shaving a part of
the head.™®

Hairstyles with parts of head shaved like the Mohican, short
back & sides are probably in vogue amongst our brothers. They
must realize that they’re giving into disobeying the Prophet
(Peace be upon him) who forbade it. Thus, they should either
shave their hair completely or retain them as permitted.

3. TROUSERS BELOW ANKLES

How fearsome will be the condition of the one, about whom
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) has said:

«JA 3 Y Ge Sl e AT Gy

“What is below the ankles of the trousers is in the Hell-fire.”*’

For Women

»7 Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
2% Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim
> Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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1. CLOTHING

When describing “People who will be punished in hell”, the
Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:

o3 18 L8 ¢ BU BAS Sl B iks »
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“And the women who will be dressed but appear to be naked, inclined
to evil; and inclining others to it. Their heads will be like the humps of
the Bactrian camel inclined to one side. They will not enter Jannah

and they will not smell its fragrance.”**’

This hadith warns women who wear provocative clothing
thereby tempting others into promiscuity. And to those sisters
who remain steadfast in Deen with regards to their clothing
despite such influences around them, this hadith comes as a
reliever that they will not meet the fate of such women. And

know my sister in Iman, the Ajr from Allah, will be massive.

2. REJECTION OF PRAYERS
The Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) said:
« % V) osls o @k Yy

“Allah does not accept the prayers of a woman who has reached

puberty unless she wears the khimar,”*"'

% Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad and Bayhaqi. And the statement of Abu Hurairah in
Muwatta continues with the addition that such women “will not smell its (Jannah’s)
fragrance which is perceptible from a distance of five hundred years.”

> Recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Maajah and Ahmad
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Even if all the world was given to the one who was told that
her prayers would not be accepted, could that make her happy
in the least?

And know my Sister in Iman that modesty on your part, will
242

only add to your beauty.

A Note of Encouragement to my Brothers and Sisters in Iman

The words of Imam Al-Haram, Sheikh Sa’ud Ash-Shuraim are
apt in this context, who said: “The restraints imposed by our
religion on people, are not meant to deprive them from the
pleasures of this life — rather, its aim is to elevate them from

mere animalism to complete humanity.”

And, when the Prophet’s Sunnah becomes dear to us, then
acting upon these commandments becomes easier even at
work, or between peers. And fear not the lessening of rizq,
looks or position, but persevere patiently tor the sake of Allah
and revive these Sunan®®; for You have been given the glad
tidings of a great reward from Allah’s Messenger (Peace be
upon him) who said:

“?j ‘s o . % /o.&// Q <~ o.a//°{'< oﬁ?’“ sl S <~
«éﬂ;‘éwdgtf‘@jﬁf‘wwb‘@j»

242 See the hadith of At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
¥ Sunan — plural of Sunnah
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“And the one who revives my Sunnah has indeed loved me;

and the one who loves me will be with me in Jannah.”***

Now, is there greater happiness than that O believers?

THE Successful
MU’MIN

% Recorded by At-Tirmidhi who said it is hasan
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ALLAH SUBHANAHU WA TA’ALA SAYS
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1) Successfu[ indeed are the Believers. 2) Those who oﬁ(er their
Salat with all sofemni’cy and fuf[ submissiveness. 3) And those
who turn away ﬁ’om ﬂﬂﬁagﬁw. 4) And those who pay the Zakat.
5) And those who gum’d’ their cﬁastity. 6) fxcegot ﬁ’om their
wives or that their rigﬁt hands possess - for then, tﬁey are free
from blame; 7) But whoever seeks Eeyonc[ that, then those are the
transgressors; 8) Those who are faitﬁfu[@ true to their Amanat
(ie. all the duties that Allah has ordained) and to their

covenants; 9) And those who strict[y guarcf their prayers. 10)
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These are indeed the inheritors. 11) Who shall inherit the
Firdaus (Paradise). T ﬁey shall dwell therein forever.

And so moved was the Prophet (Peace be upon him) upon
revelation of these initial ten verses of Surah Al-Mu’minun
(23), that he turned toward the gibla, raised his hands, and
supplicated fervently to Allah, the Most Merciful with these
beautiful words:
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“O Allah. Increase our number, and do not decrease it; bestow honor
upon us and do not disgrace us; bless us with Your bounties and do not
deprive us of them, accept us and do not prefer others to us; be pleased

with us and please us.”**

And this, My dear Brothers and Sisters in Iman, is the
Minhaj-ul Mu’min or the way of the believer. It commences
with the Shahadah, and upon being successful, culminates in
living eternally in Al-Firdaus which is the highest of the

hundred levels of Jannah over which, is the Throne.**

You should know — May Allah have mercy on you, that none
are more fortunate than the ones who keep drawing close to
Allah Subhanahu wa Ta’ala with righteous acts of worship

% Recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ahmad
246 Recorded by Al-Bukhari
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until He loves them.** And always remember the words of
the Prophet (Peace be upon him),

“The deeds loved most by Allah are the ones that are done regularly,

even if they are small.”**

May Allah grant all of us the tawfig to be successtul believers —
Ameen; and All Praise is for Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin.

247 See the Hadith of obligatory and voluntary deeds in Al-Bukhari
% Recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim



